=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 06:31:07 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Message for Kelley Sassano (apologies to the list)
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960630215225.509B-100000@alpha1.csd.uwm.edu>
 
Recently a message was posted to the list that was meant for Kelley
Sassano at a Center for Communications in Science, Technology and Management.
I would appreciate hearing directly from Kelley, as I would like
information on the Center.  I would have written directly;  however, her
E Mail address was not on the message.  Sorry for having to send this to all.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward                        INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 10:03:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
Ed White wrote,
 
>Keith, I appreciate your challenge here to the problem of using an
>invalid m/c for placement as long as it seems to work.  The problem is
>complicated by the unreliability (inconsistency) of most essay tests,
>which are usually made up of a single essay and not well designed or
>scored.  But these are really two different issues.  We CAN do essay
>testing well, but we can't make a passive m/c test into a writing test.
>Suppose you also got better results for writing placement from the MATH
>portion of the ACT (which you very well might).  Or even from an even
>simpler measure: parental income?  Would you want to use it?  --Ed White
 
Okay, here goes.
 
For starters, I guess I should add that if it were my call alone, we wouldn't
have predetermined slots in levels of writing classes.  We would have a menu
of courses and good, portfolio-based assessments to advise students where to
go next (and to advise other departments what to require).  Being stuck with
this system, and finding few models of successful alternatives at schools like
ours to help me sell a change, I'm trying to do the least damage.
 
But next I must add that, as far as I can tell, nearly all of our assessments
for placement boil down to "parental income" measures, with not a great deal
of variation around the edges.  I would not want to send the message so
starkly by going directly to that result, but neither do I want to operate
under any illusions that any other method gets rid of that sort of bias -- one
built into our entire educational system, generating results that are both
cognitive and social.  Indeed, it is my suspicion that social markers become
more prominent and distinguishing in "actual writing" than in standardized
tests, and the savvy to know what to do about that is not a common possession
of traditional English departments.  Hate to say it, but I trust the ACT
people to be more sensitive and knowledgeable about such issues than most
English departments -- and more likely to be responsive to pressure.
 
Meanwhile, I doubt that the math ACT would outperform the English ACT as a
*predictor of student success* (which, by the way, I find a very attractive
underlying criterion for placement as long as we must have placement and grade
consequences -- any problem with that?).  The Composite ACT outperformed the
placement essay, but was not as reliable as the English ACT.  And if the Math
ACT _did_ outperform everything else, would not my first obligation be to
accept that result and start looking for explanations?  My continuing inquiry
into why we get the results we do has led me to re-think just what "writing"
courses really are -- something the "new abolitionism" makes mandatory, I
think, before we accidentally kick away something for not doing one thing
when after all it was doing something else even more vital, something that
travels with inscribing words but is not centrally defined by that aspect of
the work.
 
Besides, our administration does not believe that more thorough testing --
which we know how to do but cannot fund -- is worth the money.  My position is
that, if so, we have little business running separate tracks; but if we are
running separate tracks, I think our obligation is to give the students their
best chance to succeed (and to give our assessment coordinator some vague
semblance of having only a job and a half to do, not two).  Whatever the
abstract arguments about what is genuinely affordable, I do not have the
money, and I do not intend to ask instructors who are already grossly
overworked to take on yet another project in their "spare time" (and besides,
part of why this place canned the predecessor I respect the most is because he
tried to do just that with end-of-course assessment; when it comes to
intellectual martyrdom, I'm with Patton).
 
Finally, even accepting the argument that a department with our resources
might be able to generate a cost-effective, time-effective writing placement
that outperformed the ACT English score in predicting student success, I think
that hides the real issue: Just what constitutes success, and what permits it?
I have been repeatedly dismayed by the unwillingness of even the best and the
brightest on this list to start addressing just what is "basic" about basic
writers.  The retreat to "it's local" just verifies that most hideous of
student complaints: that writing grades are simply based on "what the teacher
(or, here, department) wants."  If that "wanting" is based on a consistent
vision of what our writers ought to be able to do, we should be able to
articulate that collectively in ways that would inform placement and grading
alike reliably across institutions; and the resulting body of collective
wisdom would provide a resource that teaching institutions could grab onto.
As it stands now, though, the concept that institutions like ours could all
readily design writing placements that outperform the ACT is mythic, and
ignores our material circumstances -- circumstances the larger industry of
comp/rhet research and publication could alter substantially, but largely has
not.  I do not want a "better" placement that simply does a better job of
enacting local biases; and given the moral and intellectual capital this switch
has gained us for the larger effort of changing the whole system, I find this
decision (not entirely my own; we administer by collaboration) positively
ethical.
 
Ultimately, I find that it makes no sense to give the existence of an actual
piece of writing so much sway in deciding the "validity" of a placement
method.  There is just too much else going on.  I wouldn't want to give a
student a bubble sheet and say "Here, this is your placement test"; but with
that major rhetorical deficiency out of the way, I find no more ideological
problems with the ACT than with mandatory timed writings.
 
Keith Rhodes,                            -----------------------
English Department, Perrin Hall         |"Let us not pretend to |
Northwest Missouri State University     | doubt in philosophy   |
Maryville, MO  64468                    | what we do not doubt  |
816-562-1860                            | in our hearts."       |
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             |     -- Charles Peirce |
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 10:18:57 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placemen
 
Brian Huot writes:
 
>For the last three years we have been allowing
>high school seniors to use their state-mandated writing portfolios for
>placement.
 
A luxury that would be highly likely to change my approach.
 
Keith Rhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 08:56:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
In-Reply-To:  <960701100311.20601707@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU> from "Keith Rhodes"
              at Jul 1, 96 10:03:11 am
 
Keith, I'll not try to respond here to all the issues you bring up in
your response to my earlier post on the ACT and such m/c measures.  I
think I dealt with them as well as I can in my CCC article last year.
But I would add that I find your faith in ACT as unbiased a bit quaint,
particularly in the light of the studies showing that minority students
fare noticably better on writing samples than they do on such m/c
measures as the TSWE or parts of the MCAT. No question, though, that the
problems you describe are real, ever present, and thorny.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 12:27:54 -1900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
 
Alice,
 
>Roni, I have to disagree with you about the the sales rubric, that is, that
>the only thing that matters is whether the ad sells what it's designed to
>sell.
 
I was only using ads as an example. My point is that the accomplishment of
its intended effect seems to me the appropriate measure of good writing. If
I write someone a note and the rest of the world understands it but that
person doesn't, then my rhetoric is faulty. As a writer, I haven't done my
job. I would then have to analyze what I wrote to figure out what I can do
to make it understandable to my intended audience. The reverse would apply
to effective writing.
 
 
>That implies, to me at any rate, that ads are only selling one thing
>at a time, and that it's really just a thing--an object to buy, or perhaps a
>service, still to buy.  Ads that I see or hear for a zillion things that I
>will never purchase are still selling me on an idea of my life, my self, my
>society, my place in that society--well, you know the list.  And I don't want
>a rhetoric that only works to improve that selling job, I want a rhetoric
>that helps me and my fellow listener-reader-buyers understand the process and
>perhaps learn how to--I was going to say, step outside it, but that's another
>quagmire.  But a quagmire that I want my rhetoric to have something to say
>about.
 
This may be so, but if I'm paying a writer to sell a product to you and you
don't buy it (even though you like what you read), that writer will soon
not be on my payroll. And if I'm a politician and my speeches don't get
your vote, they would be of no use to me.
 
I am not saying here that writing cannot be treated as something to be
studied. It certainly can. In fact, analysis of writing is what
academicians do all the time. But I don't think that the purpose of writing
is to be analyzed.
 
Roni
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Veronica M. Keane, PhD
Director of the Writing Program       Email:  keane@unix.asb.com (preferred)
St. Peter's College                   keane_v@spcvxa.spc.edu
2641 Kennedy Blvd.
Jersey City, NJ 07306                 Phone:  (201) 413-7225
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
<
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 12:17:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: English Departments and Anticanonicity
 
Just a bit of anecdotal evidence.  I fell asleep at a rate of about once every
three pages slogging my way through _Tristram Shandy_ for my one and only,
ever, literature comprehensive exam.  By the time I was done, Bakhtin's ideas
on genre and novelization had become a felt sense, not just stuff I could
rattle off.  Literature is a handy form (not the only form or the best, but a
right handy one) of deep brain practice.  Still unsure about the necessity of
its relationship with rhet/comp, I want to keep it around.
 
Keith Rhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 11:49:28 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: SUNYA is in crisis; one person's observation:
 
William A. Pedersen wrote:
 
>by Anne Wilson Schaef (2nd with Diane Fassel)  _when society Becomes an
>Addict_ and _The Addictive Organization_.  Both books echo Freire.
 
And, don't forget _Working Ourselves to Death_, out of the same theory (which
-- true story -- I bought two years ago but have not found time to read).
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall, Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468            816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu     http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"It's got to be the going, not the getting there, that's good"
                                - Harry Chapin, "Greyhound"
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 14:05:18 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Info on the accuracy of SAT and ACT verbal scores in placement
 
>Keith, I'll not try to respond here to all the issues you bring up in
>your response to my earlier post on the ACT and such m/c measures.  I
>think I dealt with them as well as I can in my CCC article last year.
>But I would add that I find your faith in ACT as unbiased a bit quaint,
>particularly in the light of the studies showing that minority students
>fare noticably better on writing samples than they do on such m/c
>measures as the TSWE or parts of the MCAT. No question, though, that the
>problems you describe are real, ever present, and thorny.  --Ed White
 
I'd find a faith that ACT was "unbiased" worse than quaint.  On the flip side
of this, I'm trying to see in what ways our courses themselves are biased.  My
guts tell me that we're doing something wrong if the ACT predicts best what
students will find on the other end of the placement.  There are more biases
than minority/majority to contend with, though, and just because the biases of
placement readers place more minorities higher does not mean they are any less
biased on the whole, or any more beneficial to all concerned.  If, in fact, it
is good to place more minority students in higher courses than the best
predictor available would warrant, then we should do that directly; if it is
not good, then we should not want to do it.  Of course, the answer will be
different for different minorities, and most likely even more differentiated
by individuals within minority classifications.  That's why we have a
placement-challenge-by-writing.  The real challenge this all presents is to
our methods of instruction and classroom assessment, IMHO, including our very
notion that we know what we are doing with this sort of tracking.  There may
be much less to placement methods themselves than meets the eye.  Until we
develop actual standards for what we are actually doing, though, we'll never
really know.
 
Keith Rhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 11:50:20 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      So many books, so little time...
In-Reply-To:  <960701114928.20601707@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
 
Keith Rhodes writes:
>
> And, don't forget _Working Ourselves to Death_, out of the same theory (which
> -- true story -- I bought two years ago but have not found time to read).
 
 
Maureen Arrigo-Ward replies:
 
I made it part way through _The Overworked Americans_ but I, too, found
myself too busy to finish.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 1 Jul 1996 14:27:03 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Margaret P. Morgan" <mpmorgan@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WAC coordinators
 
>    Can you tell me at your school, the status of your WAC coordinator?  Is
>    s/he:
>
>    tenure-line assistant prof.
>    tenured assoc. or full prof.
>    academic staff
>    or some other (please specify).
>
>    Ohio University is looking at its own WAC program and would greatly
>    profit from what other schools find to be the best models.
>
>    Thanks,
>
>    Mara Holt
>    English/Ellis 385
>    Ohio University
>    Athens, OH  45701
>    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
 
 
Mara--At the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, our WAC director is
Sam Watson, who was a full professor in our English Department when he
assumed this position.  We did do a national search in 1992 or so, looking
for an associate or full professor who would receive tenure upon
appointment.  The feeling here was that the position would not be
appropriate for an untenured faculty member.  (Although, as an untenured
assistant professor, I did it on an interim basis for a year while we
conducted the search.)  Sam reports directly to the Associate Vice
Chancellor for Academic Programs, along with other units like the learning
center.  The Writing Center coordinator reports to him.
 
I'm sure this is much more than you ever wanted to know.
 
Meg Morgan
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 2 Jul 1996 17:26:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kathleen Kelly <kakelly@LYNX.DAC.NEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Divorce or Dystopia?
In-Reply-To:  <01I6G5TMRRHY8XPHB6@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> from "Mili Clark" at
              Jun 28, 96 04:36:59 pm
 
Mili, as I read your post, I thought, "I hope she has tenure."  But
then, tenure is no protection against the things you describe at
Buffalo.  When I think of the pedagogical debate over eliminating comp programs
altogether--and the budget problems at my own institution--I wonder why
we continue to fight for comp.  What if, I say to my few comp.
colleagues, we just say no to teaching comp altogether?  I'm not in my
usual fighting mode today.
 
btw, are you not naming the publishing company out of politeness and/or
circumspection?
 
Kathleen Kelly
Northeastern U
 
kakelly@lynx.neu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 2 Jul 1996 16:18:40 -1000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Janice Cook <cook@LEAHI.KCC.HAWAII.EDU>
Subject:      Computers & Writing '97 Call for Proposals
 
FYI,                         =20
 
Please cross post this  CALL FOR PROPOSALS to appropriate lists.
 ********************************************************************
                  Computers and Writing Conference 1997
 
                    June 5--9, 1997, Honolulu, Hawai=D4i
 
                        The Pacific Beach Hotel
                            1-800-367-6060
 
                       E komo mai "Come Join Us"
             at Kapi=D4olani Community College, located on the
            slopes of Diamond Head, just up from Waikiki Beach.=20
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                =09Invitation for Proposals:
                          (due October 1, 1996)
 
We invite proposals that pertain in some way to the uses of computers
at any level of writing education: K-12 to all types of post-secondary
educational institutions. We especially welcome proposals for hands-on
sessions, demonstrations, or any other interactive format. Concurrent
sessions will accommodate individual 20-minute "talks," panels with four
or five speakers, or one-and-a-half hour interactive presentations or
demonstrations. Ongoing "poster" sessions for demonstrations throughout
the conference are also possible. Furthermore, we are looking for half or
full-day workshop proposals, to be offered both pre-conference, June 4th,
and post-conference, June 9th.  Standard networked PC and Mac equipment is
available upon request.=20
 
                =09Suggested Strands
 
Classroom uses, distance education, ESL, foreign-language teaching,
networks, the Internet, hypertext and hypermedia, virtual classrooms,
gender and technology, teaching writing vs. teaching computers, time
management, what to do when the network goes down (as it most assuredly
will), and other administrative issues will be considered.=20
 
Proposals must be postmarked or dated by Oct. 1, 1996. Notification of
acceptance will be by Dec. 1, 1996. Mail three copies of a two-page
(double spaced) abstract for a paper, panel, poster session, demonstration
or workshop to:=20
=09Computers and Writing Conference 1997
=09Arts and Sciences Department
=09Kapi'olani Community College
=094303 Diamond Head Road
=09Honolulu, HI 96816=20
 
For further information about the conference or to electronically submit a
proposal:=20
 
Send e-mail to cw97@leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu
 
or submit your proposal through the CW97 Web page at:=20
 
http://leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu/~cw97/.=20
 
Please include the name, affiliation, address, e-mail, and phone number of
all presenters.=20
 
********************************************************************
To participate in the planning of the conference, please join=20
cw97-l@hawaii.edu
by sending to: listproc@hawaii.edu
a message that says:
subscribe cw97-l yourfirstname yourlastname
 
Conference Co-chairs:
Judith Kirkpatrick, Asst. Prof.     (808)734-9331 kirkpatr@hawaii.edu
Janice Cook, Asst. Prof.            (808)734-9174  cook@hawaii.edu
Dr. Steven Singer, Com. Lab Manager (808)734-9189  singer@hawaii.edu
Alison Regan, Asst. Prof.           (808)956-3068  alison@hawaii.edu
 
 
Janice Cook
Assistant Professor English/ESL
Kapiolani Community College
4303 Diamond Head Road
Honolulu, HI 96816
URL:http://leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu/~cook/
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 3 Jul 1996 09:17:19 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Julia K Ferganchick-neufang <julia@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Divorce or Dystopia?
In-Reply-To:  <199607022126.RAA31973@lynx.dac.neu.edu>
 
FYI - I'm signing off the list for our move to Kentucky.  My new e-mail
address is listed below--talk to you all soon, Julia
 
Julia Ferganchick-Neufang
PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
juliafn@msumusik.mursuky.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 8 Jul 1996 13:57:36 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Moritz@SMTPLINK.IPFW.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Re[2]: National trends
X-To:         moritz@CVAX.IPFW.INDIANA.EDU
 
          Kim:
 
               We have had such a program at IPFW for about 10 years.
           I have taught in it for the last 6 or so.  We have offered
          a regular FYC course at the high school on a regular
          college-like schedule (e.g. MWF 1:30-2:20).  HS students
          must come to the university campus and take the placement
          test and in the high school they enrol in a special section
          of senior English which is taught as a lit course by a hs
          teacher on the TTh they don't have the writing course.
          Students get both hs and college credit.  Most of them
          transfer that credit to the college they enter in the fall
          (often IU or Purdue, of course) but a few colleges will not
          accept it (Michigan, I think, is one such, but schools as
          diverse as USC, Renssalaer and Harvard have).
 
 
 
               Incidentally, I structure the researched paper
          assignment (as well as some others) so that the students
          have to come to the college library for research.
               We also have a smattering of hs students who simply
          take FYC on campus on their own time while they are seniors.
               We are working on a televised course that would enrol
          students at high schools around the city and broadcast the
          course from a university class with an adjunct faculty
          member in each hs classroom.
               Finally, as you may know, IU Bloomington has had a
          program, I think, since at least the middle eighties, which
          "trains" hs teachers with master's degrees to teach an FYC
          course in their high schools. I am not certain, but I
          believe that the students are given credit from IU.
               Hope you are enjoying this fantastic Indiana summer
          weather.
 
 
          Ed Moritz
          English and Linguistics
          Indiana U Purdue U Fort Wayne
          Fort Wayne IN 46805-1499
          219-481-6841
          219-481-6985 (fax)
          moritz@cvax.ipfw.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 9 Jul 1996 13:59:22 MST7MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lynn Meeks <FAMEEKS@WRITECTR.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New Address
 
To the WPA list serve supervisor and other WPA list servers:
 
I have a new email address:
 
fameeks@wpo.hass.usu.edu
 
thanks,
Lynn Meeks
Director of Writing
English Department
Utah State University
Logan, Utah 84322-3200
801-797-2723
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 10 Jul 1996 09:39:20 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Margaret P. Morgan" <mpmorgan@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National trends
 
Kim--Several years ago one of our own faculty--full professor --taught our
composition course to high school students at the high schools with high
school teachers as participant-observers.  This was accomplished through an
interactive video setup.  I'm not sure what the final evaluation of this
course revealed as it was done before my tenure as WPA.
 
Meg Morgan
UNC-Charlotte.
 
 
 
>Kim,
>
>There is growing concern here in Kansas regarding a program that was
>instituted by at the communicty college level in which the communicty
>colleges train HS teachers for college-level writing classes to be taught
>at the HS and then transfered to the community college. We have lots of
>'stories' about how poorly these students perform, but no real evidence
>that they do any worse as a poplation than others who either took classes
>at the universities or at the community colleges.
>
>It seems to concern upper administrators because of the loss of revenue
>as well.
>
>Irene Ward
>Director of Expository Writing
>Kansas State University
>iward@ksu.ksu.edu
>
>On Wed, 26 Jun 1996, Kim Brian Lovejoy wrote:
>
>> We have had several high school teachers in our area express an interest
>> in teaching our first-year comp course to high school seniors for college
>> credit.  I would be interested in knowing if anyone on the WPA listserv
>> has such a program in place.  Has the WPA taken a position on the
>> teaching of FYC to high school seniors?  Any information would be helpful.
>>
>> Kim Brian Lovejoy
>> Associate Professor of English
>> Indiana University/Indianapolis
>>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 10 Jul 1996 14:10:35 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Reiss <dreiss@NORFOLK.INFI.NET>
Subject:      Grammar Hotline Directory 1996 on the Web
X-To:         aahesgit@list.cren.net, ace-l@vm.cc.purdue.edu,
              acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu, wac-l@postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu,
              wcenter@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu,
              ccac-l%vccscent.bitnet@vtbit.cc.vt.edu
 
Now on the Web:
 
Grammar Hotline Directory 1996
an annual compilation of telephone and electronic writers' help lines in the
United States and Canada
 
http://www.infi.net/tcc/tcresourc/hotline.html
===============================================================
Donna Reiss, Department of English, Tidewater Community College-Virginia Beach
1700 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23456  Phone: 757-427-7364   Fax:
757-427-7326  Internet:dreiss@norfolk.infi.net   VCCSmail:tcreisd@tc.cc.va.us
WWW Home Page: http://www.infi.net/tcc/tcresourc/faculty/dreiss/dreiss.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 10 Jul 1996 22:12:07 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Elizabeth J Cooper <ecooper@SATURN.VCU.EDU>
Subject:      Comp and Computers
 
  New Resource Listing for Composition and Computers: Theories and
 Practices
 
    You're invited to contribute to a collaborative resource list for the
 Epiphany Project, an Annenberg/CPB project developing resources for
 educators.  If we use sites or sources you suggest first, you will be
 credited as a contributor both in the project publication, A Field
 Guide to 21st Century Writing, and on the Epiphany Project's Web site.
 
    Please send me a list of your favorite resources on Composition and
 Computers: Theories and Practices. Im especially interested in those
 that are helpful for people just getting started in the area. Include
 print and electronic resources. And don't hesitate to include your
 own, your students', and your colleagues' work.
 
 = E-mail your suggestions to me privately, Elizabeth Cooper
 <ecooper@vcu.edu>, by July 23.   (I'm the collector of resources for
 this topic and will assemble and forward them to Judy Williamson,
 project administrator of Epiphany.)
 
 = Give appropriate data about the source (for example, full
 bibliography info about a book or article or film) and of course the URL if it's a
 web site, the subscription info if it's a listserv.
 
 = Include a sentence or two annotation just to let us know why the
 source is notable.
 
 = Don't forget to include info about yourself: your name and school
 as you want them listed; what you do/teach/or whatever; your e-mail address;
 if appropriate, your own home page address.
 
 = Repost this invitation to other lists and individuals that you
 think would be able to offer similar resource listings.
 
 So what's Epiphany, anyway? See information through the home page:
 http://mason2.gmu.edu/~jwillia9/epiphany.html
 
 Or read about the June 1996 Epiphany Institute in Richmond:
 http://www.vcu.edu/hasweb/eng/junebug/index.html
 
 Looking forward to your suggestions--
 Elizabeth
 ===============================================================
 Elizabeth J. Cooper, Department of English, Virginia Commonwealth
 University, Richmond, Virginia 23284-2005.  Phone: (804) 828-1331
 FAX: (804) 828-2171
 email: ecooper@vcu.edu   URL: http://saturn.vcu.edu/~ecooper
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 12:52:23 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      1995-1996 Matriculation in English/Composition/ESL and related
              fields.
 
Does anyone have the matriculation figures for the subject time period?
 
[For 1993-94 they were 32,000 graduate students in 494 graduate programs with
7480 Ph.D. degrees granted in 1994].
This figure has probably declined a little since the New Yorker 'cornfield
cartoon' of October 1992, but even with a 20% decline, there would still
be more than 25,000 graduate students in English/Critical Studies/ESL/
composition and rhetoric, with probably at least 15,000 M.A. recipients
per year [and 6800+ Ph.D. recipients].
This would mean that there would be approximately 75,000 new job applicants
in English departments by the millenial year.
Because there are no 'merit-based' systems for selecting part-time teachers,
the bottom-third of that group is going to end up teaching comp. courses,
the published and first-tier graduates will be 'marginalized' because
their skills are inapplicable.
What's the big picture beginning to look like?
 
 
JHelm
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 14:57:25 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 1995-1996 Matriculation in English/Composition/ESL and
              related fields.
 
Dear JHelm,
 
Perhaps you could explain your request further. Is what you're asking,
"Does anyone know how many graduate students matriculated in these fields
in 1995-96?"  The phrase "subject time period" throws me.  I'm not sure,
either, about your assumptions of how part-time teachers are hired;
certainly many places  hire such instructors on the basis of merit.  I'm
also not sure what you mean by "bottom third" or the "inapplicable" skills
of "first-tier" graduates.  Thanks for the clarifications.
 
>Does anyone have the matriculation figures for the subject time period?
>
>[For 1993-94 they were 32,000 graduate students in 494 graduate programs with
>7480 Ph.D. degrees granted in 1994].
>This figure has probably declined a little since the New Yorker 'cornfield
>cartoon' of October 1992, but even with a 20% decline, there would still
>be more than 25,000 graduate students in English/Critical Studies/ESL/
>composition and rhetoric, with probably at least 15,000 M.A. recipients
>per year [and 6800+ Ph.D. recipients].
>This would mean that there would be approximately 75,000 new job applicants
>in English departments by the millenial year.
>Because there are no 'merit-based' systems for selecting part-time teachers,
>the bottom-third of that group is going to end up teaching comp. courses,
>the published and first-tier graduates will be 'marginalized' because
>their skills are inapplicable.
>What's the big picture beginning to look like?
>
>
>JHelm
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 20:44:48 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Richard Fulkerson <Dick_Fulkerson@ETSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 1995-1996 Matriculation in English/Composition/ESL and
              related fields.
 
There may have been 7480 Ph.D.'s awarded in the U.S. in 1993-94.  But that
would be the figure for all fields.
 
In English we get somewhat conflicting figures from the MLA and the National
Resource Center, but the number of Ph.D.'s awarded in English was
approximately 950-980 (I have the specific numbers at home, where I'm
working on an article about graduate curriculum in an age of declining job
openings).  That would not include ESL or Linguistics doctorates, unless
they were awarded in an English dept.
 
Thus the figures contained in the earlier post by Jane Helm are off by about
an order of magnitude.
 
>
Richard Fulkerson                               Home Phone      (903) 886 3397
Director of English Graduate Studies            Office Phone    (903) 886 5271
East Texas State University                     E-mail          dick_fulkerson@
Department of Literature and Languages                          etsu.edu
 
Commerce, TX 75429
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 15:55:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      MLA Job Listing Oct.-Nov. 1995 & 1995 English Matriculation
              Figures.
 
Does anyone have a comparison of the referenced figures?
 
JHelm
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 14:37:06 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
 
*** Resending note of 07/11/96 12:20
This is for real. I have seen the pages myself.
 
 
************************************
 
Dear Frat or Sorority:
 
Greetings from Miami, Florida!
 
www.SchoolSucks.Com
 
School Sucks is a new web site which will no doubt interest you.
It is the Internet collection of College Term Papers. All papers
are organized by topic (ie College of Arts and Sciences, etc.).
 
School Sucks is a FREE service, allowing college students (all of
whom have free Internet access across the globe) to DOWNLOAD THEIR
WORKLOAD.
 
School Sucks has been asked more than once, "How can we HELP School
Sucks grow? Start a campaign to encourage students to submit papers
they've written. IMAGINE MILLIONS OF STUDENTS WITH MILLIONS OF PAPERS.
What a library!
 
As School Sucks is new, we need submissions. They can be sent to
termpapers@schoolsucks.com. Students built the Internet and now
it's their turn to benefit from it.
 
School Sucks needs any links, attention or articles than you can
provide. It will ALWAYS remain free. It is sitting on a T1 line
(1,500k) and the owners will gladly hire students to work on it
when enough papers are submitted!
 
Next time you have a paper to write, it may have already been written.
At least you'll be able to use someone else's sources or see how OTHER
students attacked the problem!
 
School Sucks is run by Kenny Sahr. Kenny currently lives in Miami and
spent seven years in Israel (three in Israel Defense Forces) working
as a journalist. His Jordan Travel Guide was the first Hebrew language
travel guide about that nation.
 
www.SchoolSucks.Com
 
Kenny can be reached at:
 
kenny@sahr.com
(305) 446-9229
 
--Boundary (ID hyD32RvjPWz0gXqKArBgNw)
Content-type: MESSAGE/RFC822
 
 
From: postmaster@gc.maricopa.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 11 Jul 1996 17:55:47 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Elizabeth Hodges <ehodges@SATURN.VCU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: 1995-1996 Matriculation in English/Composition/ESL and related
In-Reply-To:  <01I6Y3P52O60001P12@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>; from "Jane Helm" at Jul 11,
              96 12:52 pm
 
Ahh--so sorry.  I missed the SIX credit as filler versus the THREE credit.  I
tell thee straight, I am very tired and fretting about a different set of
nitty gritties than this the number of 500 credits so far.  The message
regarding Jane Terrell went tangential for me as it went into the
explanations about what 500 is and is not, depending (I see now) upon the
number of credits.  Please excuse my following the tangent.  I truly am quite
tired with more to come before Friday evening and an early night to bed.
 
Tschus
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 12 Jul 1996 08:15:07 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: two-class "sequences" and retention rates
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960711131859.6539C-100000@general4.asu.edu>
 
As some of you know, at Arizona State University we give our
basic/beginning writers two semesters to take ENG 101--we
"stretch" 101 over two semesters (they then take a regular ENG 102 class).
 
Does anyone follow a similar model?  I'm especially interested
in "continuation rates"--of those students who register for
and/or pass the first class, how many go on to register for and/or pass
the second class?
 
How do under-represented groups do as they move from class to class,
both in terms of registering for the next class, but also in terms
of their passing rates?
 
Thanks in advance,
 
Greg Glau
 
 /--------------------------------------------------------\
 |  Greg Glau                                             |
 |  Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition  |
 |  Department of English       Arizona State University  |
 |  Tempe, AZ 85287-0302          office: (602) 965-3898  |
 |  gglau@asu.edu                 FAX:    (602) 965-3451  |
 \--------------------------------------------------------/
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 12 Jul 1996 10:21:12 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      1995-1996 Matriculation in English/Composition.
 
Corrected figures from:
 
                        "The Graduate Profile"
 
 
                                ENGLISH
 
                        Degree Granting programs:  394
                        M.A. Degrees 1993-1994:  7450
                        Ph.D. degrees 1994-1995: 1101
 
 
 
        U.S. News & World Report
        Special Issue
        Best Graduate Schools
        1996
        pp. 70ff.
 
 
 
j
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 12 Jul 1996 11:59:55 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      administrators
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96071114370793@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
I was reading Theodore Roethke's STRAW FOR THE FIRE this morning.  I
thought that I should share the following nugget with everyone:
"He was a man with little capacity for any kind of thinking: therefore he
was made an administrator" (162).
 
        |:-)
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 13 Jul 1996 12:51:17 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: two-class "sequences" and retention rates
X-To:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960712081015.3831B-100000@general2.asu.edu>
 
> On Fri, 12 Jul 1996, Gregory R. Glau wrote:
>
> As some of you know, at Arizona State University we give our basic/begin-
> ning writers two semesters to take ENG 101--we "stretch" 101 over two
> semesters (they then take a regular ENG 102 class). Does anyone follow a
> similar model?  I'm especially interested in "continuation rates"--of
> those students who register for and/or pass the first class, how many
> go on to register for and/or pass the second class? How do under-repre-
> sented groups do as they move from class to class, both in terms of
> registering for the next class, but also in terms of their passing rates?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Greg,
        Our model is a little different.  We are not only outcomes
driven, but we're also assessment driven.  We use Accuplacer for placement
into Basic English/Writing, Developmental FYC, or Conventional FYC with
the following cutoffs:
 
  TOTAL RIGHT SCORE RANGE              COURSE PLACEMENT
 
     69.9 and below            EN 001  Basic English/Writing - 5 cr.
 
     70 - 102.9                EN 101A Developmental Freshman Comp. - 5 cr.
 
     103 or above              EN 101  Regular Freshman Comp. - 3 cr.
 
        Therefore, a student whose marked deficiencies assessed him into
Basic English would take Basic English and Developmental FYC (10 credit
hours) to satisfy our English 101 requirement, and then he would go on to
English 102.  A student with moderate basic skills deficiencies would
assess into Developmental FYC (5 credit hours), and then go on to English
102.  A student whose assessment showed no deficiencies would register for
conventional English 101 (3 credit hours), and then go on to English 102.
We are an open-admissions community college midway through the process of
instituting mandatory placement; otherwise, this system might seem like
overkill.  We've arrive at it through trial and error (lots and lots of
error), and it actually prevents underqualified student from wasting time
and money as well as impossibly heterogeneous and scattered classes that
no one could teach.
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 09:42:12 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <wleric@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Invitation to Netoric's Tuesday Cafe, 7/16/96 (fwd)
 
FYI
--Eric
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Sun, 14 Jul 1996 23:14:16 -0500
From: Fanderclai Tari <tari@ucet.ufl.edu>
To: Multiple recipients of list <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>
Subject: Invitation to Netoric's Tuesday Cafe, 7/16/96
 
      *************************************************************
            Please come to Netoric's Tuesday Cafe Discussion
                                   for
                              July 16, 1996
                              8:00 p.m. EDT
                 in Netoric's Tuesday Cafe on MediaMOO
 
                                 Topic:
 
           School Sucks:  Plagiarism and the World Wide Web
 
                               To join us:
         Telnet to MediaMOO at purple-crayon.media.mit.edu 8888
         connect guest OR connect your character if you have one
                             @go Tuesday
                If you're new to Netoric and/or MOOing,
         Netoric's Information and MOOhelpsheet is available at
             http://www.ucet.ufl.edu/~tari/netoricinfo.html
      **************************************************************
 
      Over the weekend, John Eckman posted to ACW-L an announcement
      he'd received alerting him to www.SchoolSucks.Com, a web site
      whose purpose is to collect papers students can download and turn
      in as their own.  Such archives have existed for years in the
      form of papers kept on file by enterprising student groups, and
      it's pretty obvious that a web site of ready-made papers isn't any
      more useful to a student who has received a well-designed
      assignment than a filing cabinet full of old term papers.
      (No doubt there are also online versions of those "send us your
      topic and we'll send you a customized paper" services, too, and we
      just haven't noticed them yet.)
 
      But an interesting discussion has developed in response to the
      schoolsucks post, and we'd like to continue it at the cafe this
      week.  Some of the discussion has focused on methods of discouraging
      plagiarism; some teachers have been discussing turning the
      schoolsucks site into a lesson/discussion topic in the writing
      classroom; and some have been talking about what the presence of
      term paper archives in general ought to tell us about how students
      view the purpose of their education and what we might do to change
      the idea that an education is solely a means to get a degree that
      will lead to the job that will finance the lifestyle to which the
      student aspires.
 
      Let's talk about all of these issues.  For those who didn't see the
      announcement John forwarded, it's below.  Take a look; check out the
      schoolsucks site, and come talk about it.
 
      See you at the cafe!
 
                      *  *  *  N E T O R I C  *  *  *
           Tuesday Cafe -- Electronic Conferences -- CMC Workshops
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
      | Tari Fanderclai                 |  Greg Siering               |
      | Boston, MA                      |  Ball State University      |
      | tari@ucet.ufl.edu               |  00gjsiering@bsuvc.bsu.edu  |
       ---------------------------------------------------------------
 
 
 
 
Dear Frat or Sorority:
 
Greetings from Miami, Florida!
 
www.SchoolSucks.Com
 
School Sucks is a new web site which will no doubt interest you.
It is the Internet collection of College Term Papers. All papers
are organized by topic (ie College of Arts and Sciences, etc.).
 
School Sucks is a FREE service, allowing college students (all of
whom have free Internet access across the globe) to DOWNLOAD THEIR
WORKLOAD.
 
School Sucks has been asked more than once, "How can we HELP School
Sucks grow? Start a campaign to encourage students to submit papers
they've written. IMAGINE MILLIONS OF STUDENTS WITH MILLIONS OF PAPERS.
What a library!
 
As School Sucks is new, we need submissions. They can be sent to
termpapers@schoolsucks.com. Students built the Internet and now
it's their turn to benefit from it.
 
School Sucks needs any links, attention or articles than you can
provide. It will ALWAYS remain free. It is sitting on a T1 line
(1,500k) and the owners will gladly hire students to work on it
when enough papers are submitted!
 
Next time you have a paper to write, it may have already been written.
At least you'll be able to use someone else's sources or see how OTHER
students attacked the problem!
 
School Sucks is run by Kenny Sahr. Kenny currently lives in Miami and
spent seven years in Israel (three in Israel Defense Forces) working
as a journalist. His Jordan Travel Guide was the first Hebrew language
travel guide about that nation.
 
www.SchoolSucks.Com
 
Kenny can be reached at:
 
kenny@sahr.com
(305) 446-9229
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 12:01:00 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ira Shor <irashor@MHV.NET>
Subject:      Subscribe
 
Subscribe WPA-L Ira Shor>Ira: Here are two long ones on the divorce thread
from Steve.  (I've
>spliced them together.  The 2nd mentions you, not uncritically.)  I'll
>wait till tomorrow to send specific responses to my query.  If I don't
>get out of the office and home soon, I'm in big trouble with the family.--G.
>----------------------------Original message----------------------------
>Irv's account of his coursework is not, of course, uncommon. My own was not
>all that different: no one in the English Dept. at the time I did my courses
>was qualified to offer a course in Comp/Rhet, and no one did. I did a
>dissertation on writing centers because we had lots of latitude in choosing
>topics, and I was fortunate to get a new faculty person to direct it.
>
>Just to complicate this discussion a bit, though, and to respond at the same
>time to Ed and to George Otte's request, let me reiterate that what we
>have proposed for Albany is different from a Comp/Rhet focus as such. I
>agree that a rich and fulsome grad program could be centered on Comp/Rhet--
>72 credit hours get eaten up very quickly. Still, I have come to think that
>for historical reasons we have accepted a very peculiar institutional
>construction of "writing" that splits rhetoric from poetics, and maybe
>composition from either of those, and all of these more text-based systems
>from other of what I think of as technologies of representation.
>
>In practical terms, or at least more immediate ones, I want poets and fiction
>writers teaching in this graduate program, too. I would like to have folks
>who study things like American sermons (old and/or new); the role of women
>as writers in the 19th century; who work in Storyspace or its desccendants;
>and so on. I guess what I want is less to "move out" of English than to
>rethink--refigure, if you don't mind the commercial--what "English" is and
>does, and to do so with the WRITER as the central figure: not the reader;
>not the canonical author AS canonical (but as a writer, yes); not the literary
>or cultural critic (except, of course, as writers--rhetoricians of reading, as
>it were).
>
>It isn't as neat a way to think about things as the more focused Rhet/Comp
>model can be--and sometimes I find that lack of neatness or efficiency
>really annoying. Also, it may be that for strategic reasons, the more
>focused model is sounder (at least these days)--closer to the functional
>literacy dear to the purses of some legislatures. Longer term, though, I
>actually agree with Ed that certain kinds of isolation-ism can be a
>very unhealthy idea.
>
>But about that marriage/divorce analogy: it always seems to me very wrong, or
>wrongheaded. Who married whom? Making what vows? And I really dislike having
>students figured as "children."
>
>Steve North
>-----------------------------(2nd) Original message------------------------
>Return-Path: <@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU:owner-wpa-l@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
>Received: from CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU (NJE origin LISTSERV@CUNYVM) by CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU
>          (LMail V1.2a/1.8a) with BSMTP id 0880; Tue, 18 Jun 1996 16:30:04
>-0400
>Received: from ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU by ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (LISTSERV release
>1.8b)
>          with NJE id 4957 for WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU; Tue, 18 Jun 1996
>          13:29:35 -0700
>Received: from ASUACAD (NJE origin SMTP1@ASUACAD) by ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (LMail
>          V1.2a/1.8a) with BSMTP id 7198; Tue, 18 Jun 1996 13:29:34 -0700
>Received: from cnsvax.albany.edu by ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (IBM VM SMTP V2R3) with
>          TCP; Tue, 18 Jun 96 13:29:33 MST
>Received: from cnsvax.albany.edu by cnsvax.albany.edu (PMDF V5.0-7 #8051) id
>          <01I626AHKU348WWSJO@cnsvax.albany.edu> for WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU;
>          Tue, 18 Jun 1996 16:29:10 -0400 (EDT)
>X-VMS-To: IN%"WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU"
>MIME-version: 1.0
>Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
>Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
>Message-ID:  <01I626AHL3QQ8WWSJO@cnsvax.albany.edu>
>Date:         Tue, 18 Jun 1996 16:29:10 -0400
>Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
>Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
>From:         "Steve North, SUNY Albany" <SN282@CNSVAX.ALBANY.EDU>
>Subject:      Re: Comp/English divorce
>To:           Multiple recipients of list WPA-L <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
>
>It's self indulgence on my part, no doubt, but I am really appreciating these
>long and thoughtful posts on the "divorce" business. I am currently immersed
>in the history of American graduate education and, by necesary extension,
>the German (Prussian) system upon which it was . . . well, to have been
>modeled. Some of the time, I think we took the worst of the classical
>college and the German system and put them together, and have been reaping
>the mixed results ever since. On the other hand, most everybody else wants to
>do grad work here . . . so go figure.
>
>In this context, though--as per David's comment--what seems painfully clear
>is that very few members even of English Dept's would actually defend the
>essentially nationalist basis for the study of the Anglo-Saxon tradition
>that got invented as "literary" as the raison d'etre for English Depts.
>The scramble seems to be over what sort of "subject" ought to replace the
>reader steeped in that tradition who had become, in this country anyway,
>its totem. (I don't know if such readers actually matter as a product; it
>was more the idea of such a person, the ideal, that was sustaining.)
>
>In both comp and lit, at least of late, the #1 option seems to be whatever it
>is that critical teaching--variably defined--produces: for Ira Shor, a
>Staten Island kid savvy about the provenance of hamburger wrappers; in
>some places these days, students out doing community action projects
>involving literacy; and so on.
>
>I have no objection to, and indeed often applaud (or participate in) such
>ventures. But I also think that such projects fail to produce writers, or
>maybe Writers, or even WRITERS: by which I mean, people with a practiced and
>disciplined ability with the technology.
>
>Such people are few in the world--and I mean that as a factual statementabout
>behavior, not an opinion. It's like, to choose an analogy, skilled golfers,
>or scratch golfers, as we say: lots of people (anybody!) can "play golf."
>Anybody can "play writing." But few people do what pros do. In either case.
>Writing on projects that take days, months, years. Sustained concentration.
>Sophisticated sense of textual cause and material effect, and of contextual
>forces: writing a contract that's airtight; writing ad copy that sells
>the product; writing the grant proposal that gets the funding.
>
>When I describe a dept of writing studies, this is the trajectory I have
>in mind for the students in it. It is not an exclusive designation; as
>Elizabeth noted, people are not monochromatic in that sense. And as David
>noted, anybody writing has to have some way to gather the wherewithal to
>write about something. Still, the smartest thing Colin Powell did as a
>writer--not a general, etc.--was to hire Joe Persico (I'll bet I got the
>name wrong!), to hire a "ghostwriter"--cause Colin Powell knows his
>life, but not the technology of writing.
>
>Steve North
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 11:20:02 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Mentoring for new TAs
 
Would anyone like to share their thoughts on formally using English faculty
to mentor new TAs?  I'm finally getting around to directing a comp program
& am considering drawing on some of our faculty to help our new TAs (all at
the master's level represing a range of specialties, such as ESL,
comp/rhet, lit,
and creative writing).
 
But I'm not sure if such systems are very effective in providing
meaningful, non-perfunctory feedback and assistance (or perhaps not even in
getting faculty involved in a comp program).  I recall such a system as a
TA myself, and most TAs had their mentor visit a classroom once and then
chat once or twice in the year.  Most of the TAs thought it wasn't a very
useful program, though I do recall receiving one bit of wisdom from my
advisor that still affects my teaching today (I'm not sure if my experience
either way is representative of mentoring as a whole).
 
Any thoughts on how to best use such a mentoring system, or is it worth
doing at all?
 
Many thanks,
 
Larry Beason
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 13:47:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Moritz@SMTPLINK.IPFW.INDIANA.EDU
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
X-To:         moritz@CVAX.IPFW.INDIANA.EDU
 
          You would have to talk with the TA's for definitive answers
          about effectiveness of the program, but we have had one for
          about 4 years.  Rhet/comp (not lit) faculty each mentor one
          or two  TA's each year.  Now that I think of it, it is
          voluntary.  So, I am certain that not all rhet/comp faculty
          do it.  Anyway, what I have always done is talk with the
          TA's several times a year (I have never sat in on a class),
          entertained questions, directed them to research sources,
          discussed pedagogical problems, read some of their student's
          papers and discussed how I would grade them and why.  In
          addition, I have at various times given them advice on
          preparing their annual reports, applying to PhD programs (we
          offer only the MA), researching their theses etc.  I have
          the impression that this has been beneficial and worthwhile.
          In fact, just a week ago, I happened to run into my first TA
          mentee who achieved her degree and moved on.  She brought up
          the mentoring and said it had been invaluable because she
          had been paralyzed with fear about the entire college
          teaching enterprise and had felt inadequate to the task.
          She averred that mentoring had been a great help both
          intellectually and emotionally.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 13:33:30 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/15/96 11:19
 
WE had a great faculty mentoring program at UT El Paso. Maureen Potts and I
published an article about it in WPA in the early 80's. It was a really good
model. You might see if you can find the article.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 16:19:05 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
David,
Offhand, do you know the citation for your WPA article on mentoring?  I'll
have to get it interlibrary loan & they'll need to exact info.
 
Many thanks!
larry
 
Larry Beason
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 16:47:29 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/15/96 16:18
 
I'm in the process of moving from one campus to another, and I don't know
where ANYTHING is. And the computer is giving me trouble too. Nothing is
sacred. I should be able to give you a reference tomorrow. Sorry.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 15 Jul 1996 23:30:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
list, so they might be able to give more details.
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 09:42:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  <199607160329.XAA23179@yog.rs.itd.umich.edu>
 
Mentoring programs can be wonderful. Unfortunately, my experience of faculty
mentorship is not as pleasant as some have reported.  I found as a grad
student that some of the literature faculty did not understand the goals
of our program or my class and were not much help, some were even
obstructionist.  If you have faculty mentors, besure they support the
goals of your program and understand the reason for the teaching methods
you are asking the TAs to use.
 
Good luck with your new program.
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Mon, 15 Jul 1996, Bill Condon wrote:
 
> Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
> the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
> Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
> list, so they might be able to give more details.
> Bill
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 10:59:50 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard batteiger <BATTEIG@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      citation/mentoring
 
The citation david is looking for is: A training program for teaching assistant
s in freshman English, Maureen Potts and David Schwalm, WPA Vol 7, Nos. 1 & 2,
Fall-Winter 1983, pp. 47 - 54.  Hope this helps.  Please pardon the absence of
accurate form.  r. batteiger, Oklahoma State Univ.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:07:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mili Clark <MCLARK@UBVMS.CC.BUFFALO.EDU>
Organization: University at Buffalo
Subject:      Mentoring for New TAs
 
We have never had a faculty mentoring system for new composition
teachers, although some faculty have unofficially taken a new TA
(or even a second-year TA) under their wings.  The trouble with faculty
mentoring is (1) they are all primarily literature teachers (some with an
interest in composition) and (2) they are out of sync with new methods
of teaching composition, particularly with the collaborative learning
techniques which we want the TAs to use.
 
We have always had a Supervised Teaching Seminar for first-year
TAs (we've changed the title to Practicum in Teaching) which in the
past was taught by a faculty member.  But, on the advice of and with
the assistance of our TAs, I have revamped the Practicum so that five
or six experienced TAs and I coordinate the seminar.  Any other TAs are
welcome to share their experiences and advice at any time during the
seminar.  The senior TAs are much more effective than any faculty member
at me
ntoring new TAs; the new TAs also trust the senior TAs more than
they do faculty; and the fact that I am just one of the coordinators of the
Practicum softens some of the "bad-guy" status which inevitably
accompanies me (since I, and not the senior TAs, am responsible
for making sure that the General Education guidelines are followed
in the comp sections).
 
Mili Clark
Dir/Comp/SUNY-Buffalo/English
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 10:30:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  <v0153050aae0fd8ce9f79@[146.187.168.74]>
 
At Arizona State we have had rhet/comp. people mentor first-year TAs
while faculty from all programs have mentored veteran TAs in comp
classes.  This year, though, we have enough rhet./comp professors,
lecturers, and instructors to have rhet/comp folks do all the mentoring.
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:58:57 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Holy cow! My first posting on this list!  A lurker unlurks!
 
The testimony below by Bill Condon reminds me of our days together in grad
school at Miami.  An altogether enjoyable experience.
 
But I don't remember the mentoring system too fondly myself.  I got stuck
with a dud or something (no, it wasn't Daiker!).  I guess the success of a
mentoring system depends on the quality of your mentors.  My guess is that
if you involve the lit faculty, you'll be passing down a lot of Genial Old
Infomation about the teaching of writing.  Not the best way to prepare new
teachers?  On the other hand, it has the benefit of involving more
people--unsegregates the comp faculty--and building consensus for the
program.
 
Incidentally, going to grad school at Miami (and Oxford, Ohio) has prepared
Bill Condon for his new position at Washington State.  Victor Villanueva
tells me that Pullman actually makes Oxford seem like a major commercial
and cultural center, but I've never been to Pullman to know for sure.  In
fact, Bill may be the first person to ever go to both Pullman and Oxford in
one lifetime.
 
Good luck on the new job, Bill!
 
Jack Selzer
 
At 11:30 PM 7/15/96 -0400, Bill Condon wrote:
>Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
>the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
>Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
>list, so they might be able to give more details.
>Bill
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
University Park, PA  16802
Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 11:04:51 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Oho!
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/16/96 10:50
 
Bill Condon at Washington State? Congratulations to both! He's now a western
guy. Sorry, decadent east.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 11:10:03 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  <199607161751.RAA89962@r02n06.cac.psu.edu>
 
About Pullman--
 
Since I am from Montana (yes, I'm sane, and no I'm not another bomber), I
must protest the slander of WSU--the Palouse is absolutely gorgeous, and
remember, WSU has Sue McLeod and Susan Wyche.  Now that is power.
 
Damn, I miss the snow and rain.
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
 
"since feelings are first,
        whoever pays attention to the grammar of things
will never really kiss you."   e.e. cummings
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:00:48 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  <v0153050aae0fd8ce9f79@[146.187.168.74]> from "Larry Beason" at
              Jul 15, 96 11:20:02 am
 
Larry, before we let a grad student become a TA we require that he/she
serve as an Intern (for credit) in a comp class with a faculty member.
This way the grad student chooses a compatibile teacher and observes and
works with that
teacher in class; if all is well, that sets up natural mentorships. About
one third of the time, the TA realizes that the faculty member is NOT the
right person for mentoring and then seeks out someone else, perhaps for a
second internship.  This system emerged by accident, but I think it works
much better than assigning mentors arbitrarily.
                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:08:03 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Cruisin' the O-hi-O
 
Where do we send reservations for the Ohio River Cruise? I can't seem to find
that information awywhere on the form. In any case, I wanna go. I tookthe trip
a couple of years ago and really enjoyed it. Very pleasant.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 15:22:52 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Jack, et al,
 
 Those were good days!
>The testimony below by Bill Condon reminds me of our days together in grad
>school at Miami.  An altogether enjoyable experience.
>
>But I don't remember the mentoring system too fondly myself.  I got stuck
>with a dud or something (no, it wasn't Daiker!).  I guess the success of a
>mentoring system depends on the quality of your mentors.
 
Yes.  And I did have a lit mentor, who was quite good.  But quality varies
with the individual.  My recollections are that most, but not all mentors
were good, and I think that had something to do with (q) the expectations
placed on them a (b) the fact that not all faculty had to mentor (I think
it may have been "volunteers" who were recruited, rewarded with service
points and/or released time, etc.).
 
MA-level mentees spent their first term sitting in on the mentor's classes,
helping respond to writing, helping hold conferences, etc.  Thus, faculty
who disliked having someone poking her/his nose in their business were
unlikely to aspire to be mentors.  The new grad student had a substantial
presence in the class, and required a good deal of shepherding, as well, so
that faculty who were averse to that sort of thing also would not have
applied.
 
Once the mentees had their own classes, the mentors spent another term
frequently visiting the mentees' classes, meeting every week or so with the
mentee, reviewing sets of graded essays, etc.  Again, these activities
would attract the right sort and repel the wrong sort, I think.
 
I like Jack's comment about mentoring acting as a bridge between comp and
lit folks.  It could also help keep the lit folks a bit more current on
rhet/comp.  So, my suggestion is to involve the whole department, but allow
the program to act as its own filter.  If the mentor role is substantial,
then the folks we'd worry about will most likely stay away of their own
choice.
 
>Incidentally, going to grad school at Miami (and Oxford, Ohio) has prepared
>Bill Condon for his new position at Washington State.  Victor Villanueva
>tells me that Pullman actually makes Oxford seem like a major commercial
>and cultural center, but I've never been to Pullman to know for sure.  In
>fact, Bill may be the first person to ever go to both Pullman and Oxford in
>one lifetime.
 
Now THERE's a distinction I hadn't thought of!  I'll have to check.  If I
find any Miamian's in Pullman, Jack, I'll be sure to notify you.
 
>Good luck on the new job, Bill!
 
And thanks!  I'm looking forward to it.
Bill
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                        Phone:  313-764-9961
English Composition Board                    e-mail:  bcondon@umich.edu
1111 Angell Hall                             FAX:  313-764-2772
University of Michigan 48109
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:37:28 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Exotic campuses
In-Reply-To:  <199607161751.RAA89962@r02n06.cac.psu.edu> from "Jack Selzer" at
              Jul 16, 96 12:58:57 pm
 
No, Jack, Bill is NOT the only living example to have been to both
Pullman and Oxford.  I too have visited both and returned alive to tell
the tale.  I have also visited St. Mainrad's, Alaska Southeast, and lands
where the anthropophagii are deans.  Oh the tales I could tell, and no
doubt will.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 12:45:57 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Actually, we have two faculty members in WSU's English Department besides
Bill who have made the transition from Oxford--Rory Ong and his wife Marian
Sciachitano.  And Pullman may be a small town, but hey, it's the sort of
place where the police take to handing out jaywalking tickets because they
get so bored.  The biggest reason for arrest here is DWI during football
season.  And with Bill we now have fully 1/3 of the dept. made up of
tenured or tenure-track comp. folks.  So it's a pretty good place to be (am
I sounding defensive???  OK, I'm the new chair of the department as of
August, so defending Pullman comes with the job).
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
>
>Incidentally, going to grad school at Miami (and Oxford, Ohio) has prepared
>Bill Condon for his new position at Washington State.  Victor Villanueva
>tells me that Pullman actually makes Oxford seem like a major commercial
>and cultural center, but I've never been to Pullman to know for sure.  In
>fact, Bill may be the first person to ever go to both Pullman and Oxford in
>one lifetime.
>
>Good luck on the new job, Bill!
>
>Jack Selzer
>
>At 11:30 PM 7/15/96 -0400, Bill Condon wrote:
>>Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
>>the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
>>Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
>>list, so they might be able to give more details.
>>Bill
>
>jls25@psu.edu
>Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
>Department of English
>Penn State University
>University Park, PA  16802
>Phone:  814-865-0251
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 19:33:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kelly Lowe <lowekf@MUC.EDU>
Subject:      wpa summer seminar
 
Does anyone have Jeff Sommers's phone number?  I haven't recieved any
information about the summer seminar except for a reciept.  I need
directions to the conference site since I am driving.
 
Kelly Lowe
Mount Union College
Alliance, OH 44601
330/823.3153
lowekf@muc.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 20:51:06 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: wpa summer seminar
X-To:         Kelly Lowe <lowekf@MUC.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <s1ebf13f.048@muc.edu>
 
On Tue, 16 Jul 1996, Kelly Lowe wrote:
 
> Does anyone have Jeff Sommers's phone number?  I haven't recieved any
> information about the summer seminar except for a reciept.  I need
> directions to the conference site since I am driving.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kelly,
        The WPA Summer Conference folder lists Jeff's phone number at
Miami U as (513) 727-3260.  I could send you the directions that AAA gave
to me since I'm now teaching a late-starting summer-semester course that
ends August 8th.  Are you anywhere near I-70?
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 21:11:30 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kelly Lowe <lowekf@MUC.EDU>
Subject:      I-70 or bust
 
Yes, I'll be coming from Cleveland through Columbus, 70 to Dayton and
then?
 
Thanks;
 
Kelly Lowe
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 20:40:57 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
In grad school (Bill Condon may wish to confirm this or not), we had a
standing bet--the winner would be the first to complete a reading of
Finnegans Wake, The Faerie Queene [or was it Paadise Regained?], and Piers
Plowman.  No one ever collected.
 
Now the bet has changed:  You can collect if you have hard evidence that
you have visited Pullman, WA, Oxford, OH, and State College, PA.  A rare
trifecta.  Any takers?
 
Selzer
 
At 12:45 PM 7/16/96 -0800, Susan McLeod wrote:
>Actually, we have two faculty members in WSU's English Department besides
>Bill who have made the transition from Oxford--Rory Ong and his wife Marian
>Sciachitano.  And Pullman may be a small town, but hey, it's the sort of
>place where the police take to handing out jaywalking tickets because they
>get so bored.  The biggest reason for arrest here is DWI during football
>season.  And with Bill we now have fully 1/3 of the dept. made up of
>tenured or tenure-track comp. folks.  So it's a pretty good place to be (am
>I sounding defensive???  OK, I'm the new chair of the department as of
>August, so defending Pullman comes with the job).
>
>Sue McLeod
>
>
>>
>>Incidentally, going to grad school at Miami (and Oxford, Ohio) has prepared
>>Bill Condon for his new position at Washington State.  Victor Villanueva
>>tells me that Pullman actually makes Oxford seem like a major commercial
>>and cultural center, but I've never been to Pullman to know for sure.  In
>>fact, Bill may be the first person to ever go to both Pullman and Oxford in
>>one lifetime.
>>
>>Good luck on the new job, Bill!
>>
>>Jack Selzer
>>
>>At 11:30 PM 7/15/96 -0400, Bill Condon wrote:
>>>Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
>>>the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
>>>Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
>>>list, so they might be able to give more details.
>>>Bill
>>
>>jls25@psu.edu
>>Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
>>Department of English
>>Penn State University
>>University Park, PA  16802
>>Phone:  814-865-0251
>
>Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
>College of Liberal Arts
>Washington State University
>Pullman, WA 99164-2630
>(509)335-4581
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
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=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 20:36:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
X-To:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Mentoring for new TAs, From: Jack Selzer <jls25@
 
Damn, I've got a wrap on Oxford and State College, but not Pullman.  What's
second prize?
 
Alice Roy
 
 
>In grad school (Bill Condon may wish to confirm this or not), we had a
>standing bet--the winner would be the first to complete a reading of
>Finnegans Wake, The Faerie Queene [or was it Paadise Regained?], and Piers
>Plowman.  No one ever collected.
>
>Now the bet has changed:  You can collect if you have hard evidence that
>you have visited Pullman, WA, Oxford, OH, and State College, PA.  A rare
>trifecta.  Any takers?
>
>Selzer
>
>At 12:45 PM 7/16/96 -0800, Susan McLeod wrote:
>>Actually, we have two faculty members in WSU's English Department besides
>>Bill who have made the transition from Oxford--Rory Ong and his wife Marian
>>Sciachitano.  And Pullman may be a small town, but hey, it's the sort of
>>place where the police take to handing out jaywalking tickets because they
>>get so bored.  The biggest reason for arrest here is DWI during football
>>season.  And with Bill we now have fully 1/3 of the dept. made up of
>>tenured or tenure-track comp. folks.  So it's a pretty good place to be (am
>>I sounding defensive???  OK, I'm the new chair of the department as of
>>August, so defending Pullman comes with the job).
>>
>>Sue McLeod
>>
>>
>>>
>>>Incidentally, going to grad school at Miami (and Oxford, Ohio) has prepared
>>>Bill Condon for his new position at Washington State.  Victor Villanueva
>>>tells me that Pullman actually makes Oxford seem like a major commercial
>>>and cultural center, but I've never been to Pullman to know for sure.  In
>>>fact, Bill may be the first person to ever go to both Pullman and Oxford in
>>>one lifetime.
>>>
>>>Good luck on the new job, Bill!
>>>
>>>Jack Selzer
>>>
>>>At 11:30 PM 7/15/96 -0400, Bill Condon wrote:
>>>>Miami University had an excellent faculty mentoring program 'way back in
>>>>the dark ages, when I was a grad student there (mid-1970's).  At the time,
>>>>Bill Gracie was Director of Comp.  I know several Miami folk are on this
>>>>list, so they might be able to give more details.
>>>>Bill
>>>
>>>jls25@psu.edu
>>>Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
>>>Department of English
>>>Penn State University
>>>University Park, PA  16802
>>>Phone:  814-865-0251
>>
>>Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
>>College of Liberal Arts
>>Washington State University
>>Pullman, WA 99164-2630
>>(509)335-4581
>
>jls25@psu.edu
>Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
>Department of English
>Penn State University
>University Park, PA  16802
>Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 23:48:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: I-70 or bust
X-To:         Kelly Lowe <lowekf@MUC.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <s1ec083f.050@muc.edu>
 
> On Tue, 16 Jul 1996, Kelly Lowe wrote:
>
> Yes, I'll be coming from Cleveland through Columbus....
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
        Okay.  You're coming down I-71 from Cleveland to Columbus.  When
you get to the Columbus beltway (I-270), take that route west.  In
seventeen or so miles, you should hook up with I-70 (the exit just after
Roberts Rd.).  This way, you will avoid a lot of Columbus commuter
traffic.  When you get to I-70, take it west to Springfield and Dayton.
 
        Continue west on I-70 for about 75 miles, past Dayton/Vandalia,
past Englewood, and past Lewisburg to US Route 127 (Interchange 10).  Exit
and continue south on US 127 for about 30 miles.
 
        At that point, you should intersect with Ohio State Route 73.
Make a sharp right turn and again head west following signs marked
'Darrtown' and 'Oxford.'  Pass Darrtown at Ohio Route 177.  Continue on
Route 73.  You should roll into Oxford in about ten miles.
 
        According to my AAA Triptik, that's all there is to it.
 
 
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 16 Jul 1996 21:26:15 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <199607170133.BAA153592@r02n06.cac.psu.edu> from "Jack Selzer" at
              Jul 16, 96 08:40:57 pm
 
Jack, piece of cake.  I'll see you and raise.  I was offered a job at
Penn State after an on-campus interview in 1960, was a visiting scholar
at Miami, and did a WPA evaluation of WSU.  Come to think of it, I've
also read the Faerie Queen and Paradise Regained, neither of which seemed
altogether descriptive of those campuses.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 00:31:21 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <199607170426.VAA26010@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
> On Tue, 16 Jul 1996, Edward White wrote:
>
> Jack, piece of cake.  I'll see you and raise.  I was offered a job at
> Penn State after an on-campus interview in 1960, was a visiting scholar
> at Miami, and did a WPA evaluation of WSU.  Come to think of it, I've
> also read the Faerie Queen and Paradise Regained, neither of which seemed
> altogether descriptive of those campuses.  --Ed White
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
        I suddenly feel like a whippersnapper.  I did undergraduate at
Penn State, Class of '68, but went on to Lehigh rather than Miami, WSU,
or CSUSB (I have a 'thing' for engineering schools).   Any other Lehigh,
or Lehigh Valley people out there?
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 00:51:20 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
I suppose I'm ineligible?  We already have in evidence my MA from Miami and
my impending move to Pullman.  I also have programs listing my appearance
at several extremely enjoyable Penn State conferences.  Surely others have
accomplished this transcontinental feat?!?
 
>Now the bet has changed:  You can collect if you have hard evidence that
>you have visited Pullman, WA, Oxford, OH, and State College, PA.  A rare
>trifecta.  Any takers?
 
Oh, and BTW, Susan is right--WSU is a happening place for rhetoric and
comp, and as far as I can tell, Pullman is a great place to live.  Amber
waves of grain, purple mountains majesty, and a two-university, two-state
"metropolitan" area, with Moscow and the U of Idaho only 8 miles down the
road.  I have to say, Jack, that Moscow has College Corner beat, hands
down.
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 07:45:34 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         George Otte <GOTBB@CUNYVM.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  Message of Tue, 16 Jul 1996 09:42:19 -0500 from <iward@KSU.EDU>
 
I'm noticing that responses on this thread suggest certain general principles
but also institution-specific considerations (size, local politics, etc.).
CUNY is a case in point.  New teachers who are also students at the Graduate
Center fan out for their teaching experience to the 16 colleges.  There
they "intern" for their first semester with someone--typically the WPA--
who meets with them in a teaching colloquium that gets 4 units of doctoral
credit; meanwhile, they get on-the-job training by teaching a comp section
or two. This arrangement began over a decade ago when folks running the Grad
Center's Ph.D. program in English saw the need for a foot-in-the-door teaching
opportunity for their students (who usually don't yet have teaching experi-
ence) in the CUNY system, where staffing options are often an embarrassment
of riches (for such is NYC).  My sense is that the program has been quite
successful.  Whether it's a useful model for anyone else is a real question.
 
A by-the-bye comment: We seem a profession beset by nomenclatural problems.
I've always been concerned about the tendency to call people TAs when they
aren't *assisting* anybody but teaching their own courses.  My first
teaching experience *was* as a TA: I led a discussion section and graded
papers for a large lecture course; once I was teaching my own courses, I
--though still a lowly grad student--grated at being called a teaching
assistant, and I've always resisted using that term in reference to grad
students who are instructors.  I understand that we tend to use it because
alternatives tend to be institution-specific (there's that clumsy adjective
again).  In CUNY, for instance, students on teaching fellowships are called
GTFs or graduate teaching fellows; those working as adjuncts are contractually
(in a union shop) members of the faculty (albeit as part-timers) and are
usually referred to as instructors.  (This often has to do with figurative
and real distance from the Grad Center; often their colleagues may not know
their fellow teachers are also grad students.) I'm not interested in policing
anyone's language, and I sure as hell am not interested in talking about
reinscribing hierarchies or anything, but I think this is a point worth
bringing up (if not belaboring thus).  Perhaps it has been already and I
just missed it.                          --George
 
George Otte <gotbb@cunyvm.cuny.edu>
Director of Writing Programs, Baruch College, CUNY
Graduate School and University Center, CUNY
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 07:39:37 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
OK, OK, Ed White and Bill Condon claim the prize for having visited
cosmopolitan centers Pullman, State College, and Oxford.  Their real claim
is that they are willing to admit it.  As their prize, they win an
all-expenses-paid (by WPA, of course) trip to Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
 
Selzer
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
University Park, PA  16802
Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 05:35:27 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
>Jack, piece of cake.  I'll see you and raise.  I was offered a job at
>Penn State after an on-campus interview in 1960, was a visiting scholar
>at Miami, and did a WPA evaluation of WSU.  Come to think of it, I've
>also read the Faerie Queen and Paradise Regained, neither of which seemed
>altogether descriptive of those campuses.  --Ed White
 
But Ed, the Palouse (the rolling grasslands, now wheatfields where Pullman
is located) is often referred to as "the paradise known as the  Palouse"
(there's even a book of photos of our rather unusual geographical features
with that title.)  This is in contrast to our neighbor city, Moscow Idaho
(home of the U. of Idaho), which used to be known as Hog Heaven.  And Jack
failed to mention one of our great claims to fame--the National Lentil
Festival.  Beat that, Oxfordians!
 
Sue
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 08:34:45 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ed Lotto <eel2@LEHIGH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Chet,
 
Well, I am sort of out of the contest since I haven't read the rules, but  I
can say there is another Lehigh U. person out there, me.  I teach there and
have since about 83.  And I spent 4 years at Ohio State before that. This is
all just a shot in the dark, since, as I said, I don't understand the rules of
this contest.
 
Ed Lotto
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 09:03:47 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
George Otte's concern that calling graduate students who teach comp "Teaching
Assistants" misses the mark is real.  A few years ago I tried to get
my university's grad school (which redefines the term "bottleneck") to
allow us to call our TAs "Teaching Associates," as Ohio U. does.  Got
turned down flat, for reasons incomprehensible.  Think I'll try again
this year....
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 06:47:19 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
X-To:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Seltzer's Contest, From: Chet Pryor-Montgome
 
Hello, Chet.  I was just in Northampton and Allentown, alas for a funeral,
but all my relatives are there and I spent a lot of time there in growing-up
years.  My two cousins went to Lehigh, and my uncle, a Chevy-Olds dealer,
gave each of them a car when they graduated.  I said, would he give me a car
when I graduated and he said sure, if it was from Lehigh.  But in those days
girls couldn't go to Lehigh.  I was there to visit them, though.  When I
graduated from Michigan, someone in the family, can't remember who, gave me a
little Tonka-toy Chevy.  And I still love these folks!
 
Alice Roy
Cal State LA
 
>> On Tue, 16 Jul 1996, Edward White wrote:
>>
>> Jack, piece of cake.  I'll see you and raise.  I was offered a job at
>> Penn State after an on-campus interview in 1960, was a visiting scholar
>> at Miami, and did a WPA evaluation of WSU.  Come to think of it, I've
>> also read the Faerie Queen and Paradise Regained, neither of which seemed
>> altogether descriptive of those campuses.  --Ed White
>---------------------------------------------------------------------------
>        I suddenly feel like a whippersnapper.  I did undergraduate at
>Penn State, Class of '68, but went on to Lehigh rather than Miami, WSU,
>or CSUSB (I have a 'thing' for engineering schools).   Any other Lehigh,
>or Lehigh Valley people out there?
>
>      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
>
>       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
>      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
>         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
>     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 09:49:24 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ruth Mirtz <rmirtz@GARNET.ACNS.FSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
But to return to the original question: I have found that TAs mentor each
other much better than faculty, sometimes even better than the rhet/comp
faculty. They clearly have an empathy and stake in helping other TAs.  I am
forced to use our instructors, who are always past TAs, as formal mentors
(the comp/rhet faculty mentor on occasion for partial class reduction).  But
even though the mentoring is part of their job and they get paid for it, if
they don't WANT to do it, they do a lousy job.  And a lousy mentor is worse
than no mentor.  New TAs regularly tell me that they learned more from
exchanging ideas and discussing problems with other TAs in their shared
offices, than from their mentors.
        It has helped somewhat to motivate the unmotivated by structuring
the mentoring so that there are "required" activities the mentors and
mentees must engage in, plus "optional" activities.  And we schedule a
session before school starts where the mentors and the new TAs meet together
and discuss what mentoring is all about.  We encourage mentors to do "group
mentoring", that is schedule time with all their mentees (usually 4) to
discuss their teaching.  Part of the problem, of course, is that most of us
don't know how to be a mentor when we didn't choose the mentee.  Even this
tiny bit of "mentor training" seems to help alleviate anxiety and
misunderstandings.
Ruth M. Mirtz
Director, First Year Writing Program
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL  32306-1036
rmirtz@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 10:52:46 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
> As their prize, they win an
>all-expenses-paid (by WPA, of course) trip to Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
>
>Selzer
 
Dang, Jack!  Been there.  Honest!
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 10:52:50 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
>And Jack
>failed to mention one of our great claims to fame--the National Lentil
>Festival.  Beat that, Oxfordians!
>
>Sue
 
Well, now, Sue, I'll have to leap to the defense of Oxford, too.  One of
our favorite annual events was the Preble County Pork Festival, complete
with tractor pulls, huge draft horses, and some of the best pork chops I've
ever eaten.  It ain't Copper River Salmon, but it sticks to the ribs.
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 10:52:36 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      New List member
 
Folks,
Since the topic of my moving to Washington State University is current, I
thought I'd take the occasion to introduce a new list member, Wayne Butler,
who'll be succeeding me as Director of the English Composition Board.
 
Since many of you already know Wayne, I won't go into lots of details about
his virtues.  Suffice it to say that as long as Wayne's at the helm, the
ECB is in good hands.
Bill
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 10:52:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
This year, our GSTA union negotiated a name change to Graduate Student
Instructor (GSI).  Their concerns were pretty much exactly what George
described.  The university wasn't thrilled to make the change, for reasons
I don't quite buy, but the GSI's won.
Bill
 
>George Otte's concern that calling graduate students who teach comp "Teaching
>Assistants" misses the mark is real.  A few years ago I tried to get
>my university's grad school (which redefines the term "bottleneck") to
>allow us to call our TAs "Teaching Associates," as Ohio U. does.  Got
>turned down flat, for reasons incomprehensible.  Think I'll try again
>this year....
>
>Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 11:16:40 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ruth Mirtz <rmirtz@GARNET.ACNS.FSU.EDU>
Subject:      request--dissertation processes
 
Wendy Bishop asked me to forward this request on the WPA-L list:
 
HELP WANTED--YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE
DISSERTATION PROCESS IN RHETORIC AND
COMPOSITION
 
To fellow dissertation candidates and dissertation
committee members in rhetoric and composition:
 
I'm drafting an essay that details some of the concerns
held by those completing the PH.D. in rhetoric and
composition.  I hope to talk about this endlessly
(re)negotiated activity at the micro and macro level and
from the perspective of candidate and credentialers.  For
instance, in my own program, I was surprised that there
were no formal procedures in place to train me to direct
dissertations--I was expected to "know" how the system
worked.  Not surprisingly, graduate students have come to
me, feeling the same way--that no one adequately
prepared them for their "job" as candidate, particularly at
the dissertation drafting stage.  They also mentioned many
practical problems--for instance, wondering how to
approach a committee member who seems to obstruct
their project or worse, is indifferent, never returning drafts.
And, while many candidates I work with were/are
exceedingly self-motivated, life exigencies can cause
writers to fall behind and put pressure on me as director to
write recommendations before I'm quite comfortable doing
so or to read drafts during times I had hoped to have "free"
for my own work, causing some quiet irritations.
 
In the past year, I've started to keep my own list of: "this is
what I will do, this is what I won't" and "this is what I hope
you'll do, this is what I hope you don't."  And, I've started
to collect stories from others to confirm and disconfirm my
experiences, to broaden my perspective.
 
So.  I'd like to ask anyone reading this message:
 
a) to pass it on to anyone you think would be interested in
responding
 
b) to respond yourself if you!re willing to share stories,
anecdotes, wish-lists, suggests, ideas, and urgent needs
that would help us with this process.
      Tell me what has gone wrong and what has gone right
(and why);
      Tell me what would enhance the process for you and
to what degree you think you!re discussing a local
problem/success (endemic to your program) or a global
one (part of the professionalization process).
        In your opinion, what would help us all?
 
Unless you specifically ask me not to, I'll assume I may
use these responses as vignettes and voices (tentative,
preliminary, and identified anonymously, sometimes
quoted, mostly summarized).  For instance, I'll write
something like "a graduate student in a mid-size program
in the east" or "a recent graduate now in the first year of
tenure-line teaching" or [feel free to help me create the
right tag].
 
I'll also be glad to copy you a draft of the essay when it is
completed if you ask me for it.
 
At a 4Cs workshop in Milwaukee, I was in a workgroup
that talked about the need for a set of guidelines or "bill of
rights and responsibilities" for both candidates and
directors--this essay will be a "thinking toward" such a list.
If you can help me in that thinking, please send me an e-
mail or snail mail response and forward this request to
friends.  Thank you.
 
Wendy Bishop, Department of English, Florida State
University, Tallahassee  FL  32306-1036
     904-893-1381       wbishop@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
 
Ruth M. Mirtz
Director, First Year Writing Program
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL  32306-1036
rmirtz@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 11:36:03 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ira Shor <irashor@MHV.NET>
Subject:      Jeanne Gunner's Letter
 
In case some people missed it, I wanted to recommend Jeanne Gunner's fine
letter to the Chronicle of Higher Ed, July 12 issue...Ira Shor
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 12:04:28 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Michael marx <mmarx@SKIDMORE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: New List member
 
Bill,
   Congratulations on your new position at Washington.   Want to tell us
more about it?  Sounds like the UM ties to the northwest will remain strong
with your move there.
 
     And congratulations to Wayne on becoming the new Director of the ECB.
As I former member of the staff there, I take great delight in seeing its
leadership passed on to such capable hands.
 
     michael marx
 
At 10:52 AM 7/17/96 -0400, you wrote:
>Folks,
>Since the topic of my moving to Washington State University is current, I
>thought I'd take the occasion to introduce a new list member, Wayne Butler,
>who'll be succeeding me as Director of the English Composition Board.
>
>Since many of you already know Wayne, I won't go into lots of details about
>his virtues.  Suffice it to say that as long as Wayne's at the helm, the
>ECB is in good hands.
>Bill
>
>
 
 
 
************************************************
Michael Steven Marx
mmarx@skidmore.edu
(518) 584-5000 ext. 2324
Director, The Expository Writing Program
Associate Chair, English Department
Skidmore College
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-1632
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 08:57:57 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Mark L. Wiley" <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Re mentoring TAs.  Our TAs are Teaching Associates.  Usually they are
supervised by one of the rhet/comp faculty which for 4 of the last 6 years
has been me.
 
Rather than go into detail about what we do at our university, I just want
to add to what has already been mentioned by Ruth Mirtz.  I have found that
getting the TAs to work in groups (to collaborate) is very effective for
their morale, training and development.  In other words I mentor TAs
similarly to the way i teach first-year comp--the course the TAs teach.
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 09:24:29 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <199607171451.KAA20313@yog.rs.itd.umich.edu> from "Bill Condon"
              at Jul 17, 96 10:52:50 am
 
Well, I said I'd see and then raise.  I've just been interviewed by the
FBI.  Seems that I had Ted K, the unabomber, in my freshman comp class at
Harvard back in the late '50s.  Beats me; I can't remember a thing about
him, not even his name, and I don't have any records.  But if anyone
wants someone to blame for his prose style, I'm your man.  Now, go ahead
and top that one for the Hattiesburg prize.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 10:32:47 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Thanks to all those who responded to my questions about mentoring.  I hope
to see even more feedback, but I'd like to try a synthesis & indicate a
couple of things I've learned.
 
It seems that mentoring can be positive when faculty are familiar w/
teaching comp & willing to spend "quality time" w/ mentees.  Mentoring can
be neutral when it's perfunctory because of a lack of investment on the
mentor's part & a lack of interest in the mentee.  Mentoring can be
negative when the faculty aren't familiar w/ teaching comp or unsupportive
of the comp program.
 
Because our faculty is small in number (I'm one of 2 full-time comp
faculty) & consists largely of well-meaning but very traditional lit
teachers, I'm concerned that the mentoring could well have negative
consequences at my school.  Thus, I'm leaning toward somehow involving
"experienced" TAs in mentoring (a problem in some ways since we only have
an master's program, meaning the experienced TAs have only a year under
their belt).  But I also appreciate the various feedback I've received on
the need for some sort of emotional support from faculty & the need for TAs
to feel less like outsiders in the academic community.  I also agree it's
useful for non-comp faculty to have a better idea of what it's like
nowadays to be a TA & writing teacher.
 
So perhaps it's possible to have TA-to-TA mentoring on the composition
aspects & to encourage faculty & TA interaction on matters that do not
require the faculty to be a comp teacher.  I'm not sure what the latter
would look like, but last year we had a couple of TAs serve on a very
proactive committee w/ faculty.  The TAs said it was enormously helpful in
terms of getting to know what the academy is really like, how to interact
w/ faculty, & just getting to know faculty & learn from them.  Not my
experience w/ committees, but maybe it's one option among many.  Until we
get more rhet/comp faculty and/or have a true internship for TAs before
they teach, such an approach may be the best we can do at this point.
 
And I like the idea of changing 'teaching assistant' to 'teaching
associate' or 'graduate student instructor'!
 
Many thanks again,
 
Larry Beason
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 11:45:04 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/17/96 10:32
 
I think Larry's got it. WE can call our grad students "Graduate
Instructors"--that is, "GI's".
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 15:11:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Cruisin' the O-hi-O
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96071612080426@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
Ah, the pleasures of drifting through the rolling hills of southern Ohio
on the Good Ship WPA.
 
Jeff Sommers is handling all this.  If I'm not mistaken, the cost is
$39.95, a bargain rate.  We won't have the whole boat to ourselves, but
we can commandeer a significant portion of the fore quarters (but not the
poop deck).
 
Jeff is off email, but he's reachable at home.  Or send snail mail to
Miami of Ohio, Middleton Campus c/o Jeff.  Checks appreciated.  Reserve
your space early; we may sell out.
 
If I can remember to get Jeff's home address at my office, I'll post it.
 
See you all in lovely Oxford.
 
On Tue, 16 Jul 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> Where do we send reservations for the Ohio River Cruise? I can't seem to find
> that information awywhere on the form. In any case, I wanna go. I tookthe trip
> a couple of years ago and really enjoyed it. Very pleasant.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm
> ___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
 
Charles I. Schuster
Department of English
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI  53201
414-229-5293
 
"Question and answer are not logical relations . . . If an answer does
not give rise to a new question from itself, it falls out of the dialogue"
                                                M. M. Bakhtin
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 16:22:47 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
I've been to State College and Oxford and now live in Clemson, SC. Does
that count?   Beth Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 16:37:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Ed, I'm preparing the notebook for the TA workshop (the Bataan Death March
through comp, as it's also known). Can I put your email about the Unabomber
in there? And people saying teachin freshman comp is dull!  Beth Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 19:34:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
X-To:         Ed Lotto <eel2@LEHIGH.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199607171234.IAA97636@ns2-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU>
 
> On Wed, 17 Jul 1996, Ed Lotto wrote:
>
> Well, I am sort of out of the contest since I haven't read the rules, but
> I can say there is another Lehigh U. person out there, me.  I teach there
> and have since about 83.  And I spent 4 years at Ohio State before that.
> This is all just a shot in the dark, since, as I said, I don't understand
> the rules of this contest.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ed,
        It is a simple matter of interpretation.  You have been inside the
borders of both Ohio and Pennsylvania.  Ohio State is only a couple of
hours from Miami.  And Lehigh is only a couple of days from Penn State
(since there is no direct route from the Lehigh Valley to the Happy Valley
and there is also no connecting air service, no train, and no bus
service).  I'd say you've qualified.
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 16:52:42 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d06ae12c642b4a6@[130.127.230.16]> from "Beth Daniell" at
              Jul 17, 96 04:37:05 pm
 
Beth, sure, I guess; anything we say on email is public, so go ahead and
use it.  The Unabomber connection is kinda chilling; it puts a new spin
on the old saw about how teachers never know all the effects of their
teaching.  That's one former student I'm glad never sent me a letter of,
er, appreciation.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 20:26:45 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
X-To:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@calstatela.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <199607171353.GAA08961@pluto.calstatela.edu>
 
> On 17 Jul 1996, alice roy 02-11-93 wrote:
>
> Hello, Chet.  I was just in Northampton and Allentown, alas for a funeral,
> but all my relatives are there and I spent a lot of time there in growing-
> up years.  My two cousins went to Lehigh, and my uncle, a Chevy-Olds
> dealer, gave each of them a car when they graduated.  I said,would he give
> me a car when I graduated and he said sure, if it was from Lehigh.  But in
> those days girls couldn't go to Lehigh.  I was there to visit them, though.
> When I graduated from Michigan, someone in the family, can't remember who,
> gave me a little Tonka-toy Chevy.  And I still love these folks!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alice,
        What has always amazed me is that in Hellertown, Bethlehem, and to a
lesser extent in Allentown, one could survive with Old Church Slavic as a
second language.  As a matter of fact, there was a great deal of
opposition to the building of I-78 for fear that New Yorkers would move
into the valley and dilute the native culture.
        Back in the days you speak of (when Lehigh U was all male) the
university used to import coeds from Ceder Crest and Muhlenburg for social
occasions--a little like bringing mail-order wives to the gold rush. When
Princeton went totally coed, Lehigh *had* to follow.  both schools have
parallel traditions which include multiple generations of the same family
as alumni.  As a matter of fact in 1993, Lehigh tried to establish a
special alumni association for first-generation graduates.  It occured to
me that Princeton had probably done the same thing the week before.
        But it makes little difference.  We all love Lehigh U and the
valley anyway.
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 17 Jul 1996 20:26:16 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
Beth, you can nominate Clemson as a sub for Pullman, but I'm dropping out
of the judging before I insult any more chambers of commerce.  I declare
Condin the winner because he completed the circuit in the least number of
years (sorry, Ed) and because he actually collected a paycheck in all of
them.  Or he will, once he adds Pullman to his lifelist.
 
Is anyone else not surprised that Ed taught the Unabomber?
 
At the risk of starting another irrelevant thread and becoming known as a
waster of precious web time, I will mention that I once taught Mel the
Gentleman Bandit--the guy who holds the record for most armed robberies in
US history.  Can anyone top that?  Hope Chuck Shuster will not claim to
have taught a certain famous milwaukeean...
 
Selzer
 
At  4:22 PM 7/17/96 -0400, Beth Daniell wrote:
>I've been to State College and Oxford and now live in Clemson, SC. Does
>that count?   Beth Daniell
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
University Park, PA  16802
Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 08:21:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bob Whipple <whippl@CREIGHTON.EDU>
Subject:      Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  <9607180709.AA10331@mailjay.creighton.edu>
 
been to State College
went to graduate school in Oxford
grew up in Lubbock
work in Omaha
 
...so there.
 
______________________________________________________________________________
Bob Whipple * Creighton University *
2500 California Plaza * Omaha,NE 68178 * whippl@creighton.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 07:18:57 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
X-To:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Seltzer's Contest, From: Chet Pryor-Montgome
 
Chet, I loved your note about Penn State being two days away from Lehigh. Once
when I went to the Penn State Rhetoric Conference, I drove from my uncle's
place, a pre-revolutionary farmhouse _outside_ of Northampton, where the
family always gathered for 4th of July clambakes.  There's an old Pennsylvania
Dutch story that ends, Ach well, you can't get there from here.  That's what
it felt like!  But it was lovely trying.  Of course, both the temperature and
the humidity were 98 at both places.
 
Alice Roy
aroy@calstatela.edu
 
 
 
>> On Wed, 17 Jul 1996, Ed Lotto wrote:
>>
>> Well, I am sort of out of the contest since I haven't read the rules, but
>> I can say there is another Lehigh U. person out there, me.  I teach there
>> and have since about 83.  And I spent 4 years at Ohio State before that.
>> This is all just a shot in the dark, since, as I said, I don't understand
>> the rules of this contest.
>---------------------------------------------------------------------------
>Ed,
>        It is a simple matter of interpretation.  You have been inside the
>borders of both Ohio and Pennsylvania.  Ohio State is only a couple of
>hours from Miami.  And Lehigh is only a couple of days from Penn State
>(since there is no direct route from the Lehigh Valley to the Happy Valley
>and there is also no connecting air service, no train, and no bus
>service).  I'd say you've qualified.
>
>      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
>
>       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
>      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
>         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
>     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 08:06:17 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/18/96 06:17
 
I used to hang out in Oxford as a kid but it had nothing to do with that
upstart university. My dad was on the board of trustees of Western College for
Women, a venerable institution which, like other venerable institutions, is
now defunct, absorbed by the upstart. Used to stay in Patterson Place, that
big red brink farm house on the main drag out of town. Funky town in those
days.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 12:35:27 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Position at WSU
 
I don't want to seem self-aggrandizing, but since Michael asked:
 
>Bill,
>   Congratulations on your new position at Washington.   Want to tell us
>more about it?  Sounds like the UM ties to the northwest will remain strong
>with your move there.
 
I think WSU has built a program that really makes sense and that integrates
instruction with assessment in some already useful and potentially dazzling
ways.  Here's the gist:
 
Entry assessment by two timed essays plus reflection, holistically scored.
Those placed into basic writing get an add-on tutorial to the regular
composition course.  This one-credit tutorial brings Student Credit Hours
to the Writing Center, so it looks less like (and is less like) a drain on
the budget.  Very smart.  Susan Wyche designed the tutorial arrangement,
and it works very well.  And it works especially well because the course is
also open to students who didn't place into it--about half the enrollment
is from stronger writers who placed out of it but who see it as a real
benefit.  Basic writers (as defined by the placement test) do very well in
the composition course and later on (see below for Jr portfolio).  Victor
Villanueva directs the FY Comp program, in the English Dept, of which Sue
McLeod is the new Chair (do you get the idea that I'm going to have some
dynamite colleagues?)
 
In addition to the FY Comp course, General Education courses all have
substantial writing components, so students do more writing during their
core courses than they do most places--FAR more than they do here at U of
M.  All that writing gives them plenty to choose from as they prepare their
Junior Portfolio--three pieces from first- and second-year classes, plus a
timed test similar to the entry assessment.  Portfolio readers are
primarily faculty from across the university, and they read both to
identify writers who need more help and to identify writers for a
commendation that goes on their transcripts.  This system works well for
the students, and it provides an incredible amount of information for
design and evaluation of curriculum.
 
The final chunk is a Writing in the Major course, supported, where students
need it or faculty request it, by a tutorial arrangement similar to the one
that accompanies FY Comp.  This tutorial is new, so no one is sure how well
it will work, but it's very well designed, and it should work as well as
the FY one, since it's set up along the same lines.  Sue McLeod has
developed this program, which has been in place for three years.
 
So my great good fortune is that I get to step into this context and work
with all these great people.  I'll be 25% in the English Dept, as a tenured
Associate Professor, and 75% in the Office of General Education, where I'll
report to Dick Law (one of the world's nicest and most quietly capable
people), who reports to the Provost.  *grin*
 
I can't believe my good fortune!
 
Anyway, about Monday I'll sign off WPA for a few weeks, while my family and
our belongings make the trek west.  Then I'll be back, with a new position
and a new address, both of which, I devoutly hope, will last a long, long
time.
 
Bill
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                        Phone:  313-764-9961
English Composition Board                    e-mail:  bcondon@umich.edu
1111 Angell Hall                             FAX:  313-764-2772
University of Michigan 48109
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 12:09:12 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <199607171451.KAA20313@yog.rs.itd.umich.edu>
 
HA.  I've got you all beat.
 
What do every single one of you have in common with me, and my home town
Sunburst, Montana?
 
Well, assuming you all love hotdogs, or did before you became
vegetarians, you undoubtedly ate them with mustard on them, and Sunburst
produces 90% of the world's mustard.
 
Ha.  Part of my Dad's farm soil is in your digestive tracts.
 
 
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
 
"since feelings are first
        whoever pays attention to the grammar of things
will never really kiss you"  e.e. cummings
 
 
On Wed, 17 Jul 1996, Bill Condon wrote:
 
> >And Jack
> >failed to mention one of our great claims to fame--the National Lentil
> >Festival.  Beat that, Oxfordians!
> >
> >Sue
>
> Well, now, Sue, I'll have to leap to the defense of Oxford, too.  One of
> our favorite annual events was the Preble County Pork Festival, complete
> with tractor pulls, huge draft horses, and some of the best pork chops I've
> ever eaten.  It ain't Copper River Salmon, but it sticks to the ribs.
> Bill
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 12:12:57 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199607171624.JAA04943@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
Oh, and since Ted K's favorite cafe was Lamkins of Lincoln, and I ate
there many many times, I've probably had lunch with the jerk.  Mea Culpa.
 
Good food tho'.
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
 
On Wed, 17 Jul 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
> Well, I said I'd see and then raise.  I've just been interviewed by the
> FBI.  Seems that I had Ted K, the unabomber, in my freshman comp class at
> Harvard back in the late '50s.  Beats me; I can't remember a thing about
> him, not even his name, and I don't have any records.  But if anyone
> wants someone to blame for his prose style, I'm your man.  Now, go ahead
> and top that one for the Hattiesburg prize.  --Ed White
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 15:58:07 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "[Phil Burns]" <pburns@MECN.MASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96071808061924@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
David,
I'm trying to recall the red brick farm house but can't.  Which "main
drag out of town"?  The only one I remember clearly is where High St.
becomes Contraras Rd where it crosses the raidroad tracks heading north
(?) or west (?).  Anyway, I do remember a kind of farmhouse (not brick,
though) just beyond the tracks where they kept a herd of Shetland ponies--they used to go
crazy at night running in circles in the front yard of the house.  This
was back in 1963-67.  It was a funky town then, too.  If you or anyone
else on this list was there around that time, you might remember The
Cupboard restaurant, on the corner of High and Poplar (it has long since
burned down, but was rebuilt and renamed--now it's called Attractions).  I
mention  this because  there's a sandwich on the menu that was named
after me (actually, after my brother and me--both of us worked at the
restaurant).  It's called The Burns Boy (modeled more or less on the old
Frisch's "Buddy Boy").  So if the conference makes you hungry, go to
Attractions and order a Burns Boy.  Tell Les (the owner) that Phil Burns
recommended it...and tell him I'm still waiting form my royalty check!
(I'd tell him myself but, alas, I can't attend the conference.)
 
Phil Burns
Worcester State College
pburns@mecn.mass.edu
On Thu, 18 Jul 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I used to hang out in Oxford as a kid but it had nothing to do with that
> upstart university. My dad was on the board of trustees of Western College for
> Women, a venerable institution which, like other venerable institutions, is
> now defunct, absorbed by the upstart. Used to stay in Patterson Place, that
> big red brink farm house on the main drag out of town. Funky town in those
> days.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm
> ___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
> ___6001 South Power Road
> ___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 15:01:59 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Amy Devitt <devitt@KUHUB.CC.UKANS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
In-Reply-To:  <199607172352.QAA25998@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
Ed White says that anything said on email is public and so can
be used by anyone.  A graduate student here would like to quote
extensively in her dissertation from the WPA-L discussion on error and
attitudes toward error that we had a couple of months back.  Is
there any problem with that?  Does she need to get anyone's
permission?  (She quotes respectfully, of course.)
 
Amy Devitt
devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 16:36:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Quoting the list
 
The ethics and etiuette of the list are not my speciality, but my sense
would be to say " one person on the list said" or "a compositiion director
at a large midwestern university argues"  etc. rather than using names.
These posting are typically written quickly with very little thought and
without editing and I'm not sure we want all our comments to follow us
around all our lives.  That is why I asked Ed if I could share his
Unabomber message with my TAs; I was asking permission to use his name, not
just his comment. Ed, is that the way you understood it?  Beth Daniell
 
 
>Ed White says that anything said on email is public and so can
>be used by anyone.  A graduate student here would like to quote
>extensively in her dissertation from the WPA-L discussion on error and
>attitudes toward error that we had a couple of months back.  Is
>there any problem with that?  Does she need to get anyone's
>permission?  (She quotes respectfully, of course.)
>
>Amy Devitt
>devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 20:29:13 EDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Elizabeth Hodges <ehodges@SATURN.VCU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Quoting the list
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d01ae141567c949@[130.127.230.16]>; from "Beth Daniell" at
              Jul 18, 96 4:36 pm
 
Look--I put forth my list--Fike, Sullivan, Glibert and Kaye.  Marguerite
insisted that she could not ignore Moore and Barack.  I expressed concerns
then and there.  I said they did not look right to me.  I said it several
times.  Then I gave in.  I also said that I was going to make some calls.  I
did.  I found out some things.  My feelings were pretty on target with
Barack,  less so perhaps with Moore so far as his Arkansas experience went.
I don't know anyone at TC.   I gave in because I still have that junior faculty
feel when it comes to these committees.  I gave in because Marguerite and I
have history which I have hoped we could could get past.  The four people I
named were the four people I supported.
 
You can give me this black and white where "I come from where I live stuff,i"
Nick, and I don't doubt for a moment that you are an extremely honest person.
But I am too, one of the more dependable and honest people you will meet.
And I don't understand how you can completely have missed the nuances of that
final listing.  Maybe you just want things cut black and white.  They aren't.
I wish they were.  But they aren't.  I can only push a no so far, but trust
me, each time a lesson arises, I learn to push it further.
 
By the way--your most recent message was quite a well-crafted bit of prose.
 
Sincerely--
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 21:36:03 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Legally, and practically, anyone who says anything in an e-mail message
should expect that it may end up almost anywhere.  Most people consider,
though, that good netiquette requires someone who quotes net discussion to
get permission from the person who wrote the post.  Just to be safe, I'd
get as many people's permissions as possible.  But if your student can't
reach someone, she's on safe ground quoting anyway, I'd say.
Bill
 
>Ed White says that anything said on email is public and so can
>be used by anyone.  A graduate student here would like to quote
>extensively in her dissertation from the WPA-L discussion on error and
>attitudes toward error that we had a couple of months back.  Is
>there any problem with that?  Does she need to get anyone's
>permission?  (She quotes respectfully, of course.)
>
>Amy Devitt
>devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 20:39:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Amy,
        My recollection is that anything posted here is technically
under potential copyright by the author, odd as that seems.  Since the
potential value of any claim is no doubt far less than the litigation
costs, I wouldn't worry too much about it, though.  Maybe lists like
this should have a waiver of copyright as part of the sign-up.
        Should we all just do so anyway? In case it matters, I will
happily take the lead, and do hereby waive all claim and rights in
messages I post or have posted to WPA-L (the old lawyer in me gets warm,
fuzzy feelings from writing "hereby").
 
Keith Rhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 18 Jul 1996 22:25:30 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Quoting the list
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d01ae141567c949@[130.127.230.16]> from "Beth Daniell" at
              Jul 18, 96 04:36:29 pm
 
I think this is more complicated than I had suspected.  I quoted some
comments, with names, from the list, in an article in JBW, last issue,
and nobody complained.  But when I read those quotes in print they seemed
different and I was somewhat uneasy.  Beth is surely right, that we post
these messages off the tops of our heads, more like conversation than
print; at least I do. I don't even keep a record of what I said.  I trust
you, Beth, to use both my name and whatever I said with care.  But we
need some discussion of this issue.  Has anyone thought deeply about it?
                                        --Ed White
>
> The ethics and etiuette of the list are not my speciality, but my sense
> would be to say " one person on the list said" or "a compositiion director
> at a large midwestern university argues"  etc. rather than using names.
> These posting are typically written quickly with very little thought and
> without editing and I'm not sure we want all our comments to follow us
> around all our lives.  That is why I asked Ed if I could share his
> Unabomber message with my TAs; I was asking permission to use his name, not
> just his comment. Ed, is that the way you understood it?  Beth Daniell
>
>
> >Ed White says that anything said on email is public and so can
> >be used by anyone.  A graduate student here would like to quote
> >extensively in her dissertation from the WPA-L discussion on error and
> >attitudes toward error that we had a couple of months back.  Is
> >there any problem with that?  Does she need to get anyone's
> >permission?  (She quotes respectfully, of course.)
> >
> >Amy Devitt
> >devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 00:57:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. Beth Rapp Young" <youngbr@EMAIL.UAH.EDU>
Subject:      Copyright and cyberspace
 
Amy, I've subscribed to an interesting announcement list that discusses
email and copyright, among other things.  I've attached a semi-relevant
snippet from one of their messages; subscription information follows.
The messages are concise and relatively infrequent, so the list doesn't
use much space.  The web address (also near the end) might be a place
where you can get answers to specific questions.  I haven't checked it
out yet.
 
Hope this is useful-
 
Beth
 
Dr. Beth Rapp Young
U of Alabama in Huntsville
YoungBR@email.uah.edu
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Subject: Cyberspace-Law#11: Copyright 10 - SOME FAIR USE EXAMPLES
 
CYBERSPACE LAW FOR NON-LAWYERS
 
[lots snipped]
 
4.   You forward someone's message from one publicly accessible
     news group to another news group.
 
     PROBABLY FAIR, because the message was published, and
     because the person posting it has no commercial interest in
     selling the message.
 
 
5.   You quote a few sentences from a news article that you
     downloaded.
 
     PROBABLY FAIR, because it's only a few sentences.
 
 
    *  *  *  *  *
 
    Larry Lessig      David Post     Eugene Volokh
 
    * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
  *   *   *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
 
       Cyberspace-Law for Non-Lawyers is presented by the
  Cyberspace Law Institute and Counsel Connect.
 
    We now have over 18,000 subscribers! This has caused
 some server queuing   problems. We thank you for your
 patience and apologize for any irregular deliveries that may have
 resulted due to technical snafus.
 
       Please note that this is an announcement-only list and
  not a discussion list.  Do not attempt to post comments
  to the list, as they will be ignored.  An open discussion
  about these issues is being held at our archive web site at
 
               http://www.counsel.com/cyberspace
 
 which also contains an archive of the course materials.
  ---------------------------------------------------------------------
  To SUBSCRIBE to Cyberspace-Law, send a message to
         LISTPROC-REQUEST@COUNSEL.COM
  with the command
         SUBSCRIBE CYBERSPACE-LAW Firstname Lastname
  in the body of your e-mail, (replacing "Firstname" and
  "Lastname" with your first and last names -- or such
  pseudonyms as you prefer).
 
  To UNSUBSCRIBE to Cyberspace-Law, send a message to
          LISTPROC-REQUEST@COUNSEL.COM
  with the command
          UNSUBSCRIBE CYBERSPACE-LAW
  in the body.  (Do NOT include your name in an unsubscribe
  message.)
 
     (N.B. Neither the address nor the listprocessor commands
 are case-sensitive.)
 
  Yours virtually,
 
  Alan Lewine
  Cyberspace-Law Listmeister
  CyberSpLaw@aol.com
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 10:22:12 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      Focus Groups at WPA Conf
X-To:         WPASUM-L@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU
 
    From:  Mara Holt and Leon Anderson, Ohio University
 
    We are seeking WPAs to participate in focus group interviews at the WPA
    conference at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, August 1-4.  Our
    project is an exploration of the various kinds of conflict and conflict
    negotiation that WPAs face in their work.  For this stage of our
    research we will be interviewing present or past WPAs who are not
    graduate students.  We will be paying a cash stipend of $50 to each
    participant for the approximately 2-hour interviews.  If you are
    willing to be considered as a focus group participant (and we have not
    already talked to you), please send us an email at:
    HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU
 
    Please give us the following information in your message:
 
    Your name, mailing address, telephone number, your school, title of
    your position, the number of years you have served as a WPA.  Also,
    specify which of the following times you could be available for an
    interview (none of these times conflict with WPA conference activities
    unless noted):
 
    Thursday, Aug. 1  Afternoon  1-3pm   3-5pm  Evening  7-9pm
 
    Friday, Aug. 2  Evening 8:30-10:30pm (Time of Exec Comm Mtg)
 
    Saturday, Aug. 3  Afternoon  2:30-4:30pm
 
    Sunday, Aug. 4  Afternoon 1-3pm
 
    Thank you for your help & looking forward to seeing people at the
    conference.
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
    Tel:  614-594-3334
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 06:55:18 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Quoting the list
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Quoting the list, From: Edward White <ewhit
 
I've been getting an electronic "course" called "Cyberspace Law for
Non-Lawyers."  It deals with issues of copyright, fair use, and such.  They
have an open discussion on their archive web site at
http://www.counsel.com/cyberspace.  To subscribe to Cyberspace-law, send a
message to LISTPROC-REQUEST@COUNSEL.COM with the command SUBSCRIBE
CYBERSPACE-LAW Firstname Lastname.  It doesn't deal with the discourse
niceties that we're thinking about, but it is interesting, and legal issues
are involved in these questions we're raising.
 
Alice Roy
aroy@calstatela.edu
 
 
I think this is more complicated than I had suspected.  I quoted some
>comments, with names, from the list, in an article in JBW, last issue,
>and nobody complained.  But when I read those quotes in print they seemed
>different and I was somewhat uneasy.  Beth is surely right, that we post
>these messages off the tops of our heads, more like conversation than
>print; at least I do. I don't even keep a record of what I said.  I trust
>you, Beth, to use both my name and whatever I said with care.  But we
>need some discussion of this issue.  Has anyone thought deeply about it?
>                                        --Ed White
>>
>> The ethics and etiuette of the list are not my speciality, but my sense
>> would be to say " one person on the list said" or "a compositiion director
>> at a large midwestern university argues"  etc. rather than using names.
>> These posting are typically written quickly with very little thought and
>> without editing and I'm not sure we want all our comments to follow us
>> around all our lives.  That is why I asked Ed if I could share his
>> Unabomber message with my TAs; I was asking permission to use his name, not
>> just his comment. Ed, is that the way you understood it?  Beth Daniell
>>
>>
>> >Ed White says that anything said on email is public and so can
>> >be used by anyone.  A graduate student here would like to quote
>> >extensively in her dissertation from the WPA-L discussion on error and
>> >attitudes toward error that we had a couple of months back.  Is
>> >there any problem with that?  Does she need to get anyone's
>> >permission?  (She quotes respectfully, of course.)
>> >
>> >Amy Devitt
>> >devitt@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
>>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 10:24:51 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irwin Weiser <iweiser@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960718153244.583084010B-100000@mecn.mass.edu>
              from "[Phil Burns]" at Jul 18, 96 03:58:07 pm
 
Phil--
 
In 1967, the restaurant was called Al and Larry's, famous for its deli
food, bowls of dill pickles on the tables, and a
peanut-shells-on-the-floor upstairs bar.  As a Miami undergraduate, I
worked there for a year or so--my first night as a bouncer on
Halloween, told to make sure no one stole beer mugs or pitchers.
Right.  I quickly moved downstairs to wait tables and wash dishes.
 
Thanks for giving all of us ex-Miamians the scoop on the Burns Boy.
 
Irwin Weiser
--
 
iweiser@omni.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 08:37:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: two-class "sequences" and retention rates
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960713120825.10530B-100000@DGS>
 
Many thanks to all who sent info on two-semester or "Stretched"
classes; I appreciate your help and input.
 
 
Greg
 
/--------------------------------------------------------\
|  Greg Glau                                             |
|  Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition  |
|  Department of English       Arizona State University  |
|  Tempe, AZ 85287-0302          office: (602) 965-3898  |
|  gglau@asu.edu                 FAX:    (602) 965-3451  |
\--------------------------------------------------------/
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 09:49:26 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         RONRON@CC.USU.EDU
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Amy -- you raise an interesting question.  I simply assume that anything
I say on the net is fair game.  I've been asked for permission to quote
me, and feel that it's redundent.  If I publish in a journal, it's
quotable, so why not on the net?  Ron Shook
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 08:49:43 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/19/96 08:23
 
My youthful excursions in Oxford were in the late 50's, and the only
restaurant I remember (brain cells dying) is the Huddle. The "farm house" I
referred to was called Patterson Place and was located on the street that ran
between Western College and Miami. It was the president's house, and the
president I remember best was an enormous guy (a good 300 pounds) named
Herrick Young. He had spent a lot of time in the far East, and the house was
full of really nifty brass stuff, daggars, spooky masks, and other stuff that,
in those daysbefore Pier 1, struck me as REALLY exotic. The house had an
interesting basement and an even more interesting attic, which Dr. Young's son
had turned into a serious puppet workshop. Great place for a kid, and I had
free run of the house and of the campus--one weekend a month. Western College
had put a big push on international students but in that old way of treating
then as curiosities who occasionally had to don "native dress" to impress
donors and alums. My mother went to Western for a year and remained active in
the Alumnae Association forever. Her sister graduated from Western. What goes
on over there now?
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 11:03:18 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Betsy Handlson <handl002@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      job posting - Minnesota
 
University of Minnesota
College of Liberal Arts
 
Program in Composition and Communication
 
Position:               Lecturer, part-time
 
Term:                   Quarterly, on an as needed basis
 
Salary Range:   $2,600 - $3,250 per course
 
Description:    The Program in Composition is seeking to develop a pool of
instructors for part-time teaching positions through the Department of Extension
Classes of the University College (evening classes).  Duties include teaching at
the freshman, intermediate, and advanced levels.   The Program has a broad
curriculum in writing in the humanities, literature, social sciences, business,
and engineering.  We are particularly interested in finding teachers for courses
such as Writing About Science, Technical Writing for Engineers, Writing in the
Health Sciences, Preprofessional Writing for Business, and Critical Reading and
Writing for Management.
 
Qualifications: M.A. or ABD required; strong background in composition teaching,
with at least two years experience at the college level.  Professional
development in the teaching of writing highly desirable.
 
Application
Procedure:      Send letter of application, curriculum vitae, and a transcript. Have
three letters of reference which speak directly to your teaching experience and
potential sent directly to the search committee.  Also send a brief philosophy
of teaching and a description of one composition course you have taught with a
commentary which places it in the context of its curriculum and students.  Send
to: Chair, Search Committee/Lecturer Position, 306 Lind Hall, 207 Church St.
S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55455.  Applications received by August 15, 1996 will be
given first consideration.
 
 
 
 
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall
have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status,
disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 11:04:12 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Betsy Handlson <handl002@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      ft jobs - Univ MN
 
University of Minnesota
College of Liberal Arts
 
Program in Composition and Communication
 
 
Position:       Assistant/Associate Education Specialist, 100%, Academic/Professional
position
 
Term:           September 16, 1996 - June 15, 1997, possibly renewable for second year
 
Salary Range:   $28,000 - $30,000, depending on experience
 
Description:
        Teach 8 sections of composition during the three quarters; the courses will be
a mixture of freshman "Writing Practice" and intermediate and upper-division
courses (at least three courses).  In addition, work with a large staff of
teaching assistants in such activities as visiting and critiquing classes,
meeting with individuals and groups of teachers, developing curricular
materials, conducting workshops, and working with the professors in the Program
to improve the quality of instruction and the supportive environment.  The
position provides generous fringe benefits, as well as some support for
presenting papers at academic conferences, access to a research library and its
electronic media and to the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in Writing.
 
Qualifications:
        Minimum MA or ABD; strongly prefer PhD, EdD, DA or MFA in hand.  Coursework at
the graduate level in composition theory or research is desirable, as is
professional development in the teaching of writing.  Candidates must have
taught college composition for at least three years at the freshman and advanced
levels.  It is desirable, but not essential, that candidates be familiar with
the Program's curriculum or a similar curriculum at another research university.
Familiarity with computer-based resources desirable.
 
Application
Procedure:      Send letter of application, curriculum vitae which shows relevant
teaching experience (courses taught, dates), and a transcript.   Have three
letters of reference which speak directly to your teaching experience and
potential sent directly to the search committee.  Also send a brief philosophy
of teaching, and a description of one composition course you have taught with a
commentary which places it in the context of its curriculum and students.  Send
to Chair, Search Committee/Education Specialist Position, 306 Lind Hall, 207
Church St. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55455.  Deadline for receipt of applications
for Fall Quarter start date is August 15, 1996  .  Later applications may be
considered if need arises.
 
 
 
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall
have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status,
disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 12:07:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Seltzer's Contest
 
Ron's rhetorical question below leads me to say two things:
 
1.  I know nothing about the Official Legal Situation, so take the next
note with a grain a salt. Several grains.
 
2.  If you publish in a journal, it's NOT quotable--not at all.  PORTIONS
of a journal article are quotable, under the terms of fair use.
 
It seems to me that e-mail communications are rather like personal
correspondence.  And personal correspondence is indeed protected (as I
recently learned when I wanted to quote some unpublished correspondence to
and from Kenneth Burke in a forthcming publication). You can quote
unpublished correspondence only if you get permission, or only if it falls
under fair use--and the rules for quoting correspondence are much narrower
than for quoting scholarly articles.
 
I also have put some e-mail exchanges in the forthcoming edition of my
textbook/reader Conversations.  The publisher required me to get permission
before I could do so.
 
So, as painful as it may seem (i.e., it's a pain to find people), it
appears to me that you should get permission before you quote e-mail
contributions and exchanges.
 
Selzer
 
At  9:49 AM 7/19/96 -0600, RONRON@CC.USU.EDU wrote:
>Amy -- you raise an interesting question.  I simply assume that anything
>I say on the net is fair game.  I've been asked for permission to quote
>me, and feel that it's redundent.  If I publish in a journal, it's
>quotable, so why not on the net?  Ron Shook
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
University Park, PA  16802
Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 14:50:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      WAC and yr-end report
 
    I'd like to thank everyone who so graciously responded to my queries
    about their WAC coordinators and their year-end reports.  The
    information was very helpful.  No sooner than I had prepared my
    year-end report I found a good opportunity for it--a meeting with the
    President, at which he said he had read it and "learned a lot."
 
    I look forward to seeing many of you at the conference.
 
    Mara Holt
    English/Ellis 385
    Ohio University
    Athens, OH  45701
    holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 12:25:44 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Ride to Conference
X-cc:         marialu@acme.csusb.edu
In-Reply-To:  <01I793XMKFEQ8XM35F@cc.usu.edu> from "RONRON@CC.USU.EDU" at Jul
              19, 96 09:49:26 am
 
One of my terrific grad students will be renting a car at the Cincinatti
airport around 9 p.m. August 1 to get to Oxford.  She will have room for
riders.  If you would like to ride with her, post her at
marialu@acme.csusb.edu to make arrangements.  It's her first conference
and she's presenting a fine paper on Saturday afternoon; as my
grandmother used to say, please everyone make nice with Maria.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 12:34:18 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Permissions to Quote
In-Reply-To:  <199607191700.RAA143276@r02n06.cac.psu.edu> from "Jack Selzer" at
              Jul 19, 96 12:07:54 pm
 
I've given this a new subject heading, since it turns out to be so
complicated.  Here's a new wrinkle: you may need permission to use your
OWN material.  I had some real problems with St. Martin's press when I
wanted to use material in my Assigning, Responding, Evaluating in the new
edition of Teaching and Assessing Writing, 1994 (Jossey-Bass).  I not
only had to get permission from St. Martin's but they requested a very
substantial fee (which I was finally able to argue them out of).  If you
do not reserve copyright for yourself, your work is owned by someone else
and that does not differ much from any work owned by someone else.  But
there are also problems with trying to own your own copyright.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 19 Jul 1996 15:51:35 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "[Phil Burns]" <pburns@MECN.MASS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Metropolitan College towns.
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96071908494506@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
What goes on at Western College?  I'm not sure, other than that it has
been "absorbed" into Miami, as I think David mentioned.  I think it's now
called "Western College of Miami University."  I think its days were
numbered from the time Tricia Nixon decided _not_ to go there back in 196?.
 
Phil Burns
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 20 Jul 1996 07:02:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Copyright Law, Accessible Information...
 
There are many accessible net sites to review existing copyright law.
The one I use is through Gopher to Cornell Law School to *Government
Information by Departments* to *Copyright Information*.  More detailed
will be found by hitting Department of Justice to United States Code to
Section 28...If you like to read interesting and detailed, closely
reasoned material...
 
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 08:01:40 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Geoff Chase <Geoffrey.Chase@NAU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Mentoring for new TAs
 
I have been away on vacation and have just come back to find the thread
about mentoring new GAs. We have a program at NAU in which experienced GAs
mentor those who are just starting out and it has worked very well. For
those of you who would like more information about our program you might
want to check the short piece I wrote which appears in the newly published
Making Teaching Community Property, by Pat Hutchings (Washington: AAHE,
1996).
 
Geoff Chase
 
Geoff Chase
Director of English Composition
Northern Arizona University
GWC@NAUVAX.UCC.NAU.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 08:14:39 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Geoff Chase <Geoffrey.Chase@NAU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Metropolitan College towns.
 
>My youthful excursions in Oxford were in the late 50's, and the only
>restaurant I remember (brain cells dying) is the Huddle. The "farm house" I
>referred to was called Patterson Place and was located on the street that ran
>between Western College and Miami. It was the president's house, and the
>president I remember best was an enormous guy (a good 300 pounds) named
>Herrick Young. He had spent a lot of time in the far East, and the house was
>full of really nifty brass stuff, daggars, spooky masks, and other stuff that,
>in those daysbefore Pier 1, struck me as REALLY exotic. The house had an
>interesting basement and an even more interesting attic, which Dr. Young's son
>had turned into a serious puppet workshop. Great place for a kid, and I had
>free run of the house and of the campus--one weekend a month. Western College
>had put a big push on international students but in that old way of treating
>then as curiosities who occasionally had to don "native dress" to impress
>donors and alums. My mother went to Western for a year and remained active in
>the Alumnae Association forever. Her sister graduated from Western. What goes
>on over there now?
>
>-- David E. Schwalm
>___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
>___6001 South Power Road
>___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 543-4504 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
David,
 
Western folded in 1973, was purchased by Miami and they used the campus to
house the School of Interdisciplinary Studies (Western College Program)
which is still going strong. I taught in that program for 11 years, from
'81 to '92, before coming out to AZ. So, if you want to get info about
Western in its current state, I can give you an earful, but I will not bore
other people on the list.
 
Geoff
 
Geoff Chase
Director of English Composition
Northern Arizona University
GWC@NAUVAX.UCC.NAU.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 10:25:25 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "William A. Pedersen" <wpedersen@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Quoting the list
In-Reply-To:  <199607190525.WAA04178@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
One suggestion--
 
The old model of communication was 50/50, but the new, more accurate
representation is a 100/100 model, where the person who wants to quote
requotes what he/she thought was said, and asks, "Is that what you said
(or meant to say)?"
 
I'd prefer that, if I ever have anything important to say.
 
 
 
William A. Pedersen, University of Arizona
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 14:19:02 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler kassner <kassn001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      call for program descriptions
 
CALL FOR PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
 
For an appendix to a monograph on service-learning and composition, we welcome
250-word descriptions of programs that integrate service-learning and
composition.  The appendix will be included in a volume on service-learning and
composition to be published by the American Association of Higher Education in
February, 1997.  Descriptions should be no longer than 250 words (may be edited
for space) and should include name of school, name of faculty contact, email
address (if available), regular mail address, and phone number of contact and/or
institution.
 
Deadline for submissions:  September 1, 1996.  Inquiries welcome -- address to
Linda Adler-Kassner (kassn001@maroon.tc.umn.edu) or Ann Watters
(watters@leland.stanford.edu).  Send submissions to:  Ann Watters, 233 Sonora
Drive, San Mateo, CA  94402.  We welcome submissions sent over email; please
sent to both addresses:
watters@leland.stanford.edu AND
kassn001@maroon.tc.umn.edu
 
Linda Adler-Kassner
General College
Teaching Specialist/Writing Program Co-Administrator
University of Minnesota
140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
(612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 14:29:09 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: call for program descriptions
In-Reply-To:  <31f3d4264745002@mhub2.tc.umn.edu>
 
I'm unfamiliar with the term "service-learning."  Please define it for
me.
 
 
On Mon, 22 Jul 1996, linda adler kassner wrote:
 
> CALL FOR PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
>
> For an appendix to a monograph on service-learning and composition, we welcome
> 250-word descriptions of programs that integrate service-learning and
> composition.  The appendix will be included in a volume on service-learning and
> composition to be published by the American Association of Higher Education in
> February, 1997.  Descriptions should be no longer than 250 words (may be edited
> for space) and should include name of school, name of faculty contact, email
> address (if available), regular mail address, and phone number of contact and/or
> institution.
>
> Deadline for submissions:  September 1, 1996.  Inquiries welcome -- address to
> Linda Adler-Kassner (kassn001@maroon.tc.umn.edu) or Ann Watters
> (watters@leland.stanford.edu).  Send submissions to:  Ann Watters, 233 Sonora
> Drive, San Mateo, CA  94402.  We welcome submissions sent over email; please
> sent to both addresses:
> watters@leland.stanford.edu AND
> kassn001@maroon.tc.umn.edu
>
> Linda Adler-Kassner
> General College
> Teaching Specialist/Writing Program Co-Administrator
> University of Minnesota
> 140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
> (612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
>
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
URL: htp://www.ksu.edu/~iward/
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 22 Jul 1996 18:32:11 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Stine <stine@LU.LINCOLN.EDU>
Subject:      Teaching position in China
X-To:         cbw-l@tc.umn.edu
 
Zhengzhou University in north-central China is looking for an English teacher
for the coming academic year.  Here's the info I was given:
 
Dates: Sept. 1, 1996 - June 30, 1997
 
Salary:  room and board, plus 1600 yuan per month (I think that's about $250)
and 2200 yuan as a yearly travel allowance.  Return airfare paid ($750) at end
of year.  (Unless things have changed a lot in the last few years, the monthly
salary is more than sufficient to cover all daily expenses and travel within
China. It might be possible to negotiate and have them also provide the airfare
to China; a round-trip ticket was part of the contract when I taught there, and
perhaps was mistakenly left out of the information that was faxed to me.)
 
Teaching load:  16 hours.  (composition, conversation, British literature or
American literature)
 
I spent a most interesting sabbatical year there four years ago, and would be
happy to answer any questions anyone might have.  If you're interested, please
reply to me at
        stine@lu.lincoln.edu
 
This is, of course, last minute, but that's pretty much how things work in
China.  Please respond quickly if you are interested:  I'm about to leave on
vacation and would like to be able to send the department chair in Zhengzhou the
names of some possible candidates before I leave.  Thanks--Linda Stine
****************************************************
   Linda J. Stine
   Master of Human Services Program
   Lincoln University, PA 19352
        phone: 610-932-8300, ext. 250
        e-mail: stine@lu.lincoln.edu
        fax: 610-688-1937
*****************************************************
**Angels can fly because they take themselves lightly**
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Jul 1996 10:01:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler kassner <kassn001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      defining service-learning
 
Re: Irene Ward's request -- we're looking for descriptions of courses or
programs where students perform some kind of community service work in
conjunction with their work in composition courses.  For example, students might
work at a non-profit agency writing grant proposals for the agency (that they
work on in class) in addition to more "academic" writing that grows out of their
experiences with the agencies.  Or, they might work as literacy tutors and write
"academic" papers based on their experiences, or issues growing out of those
experiences.  These are only examples, however -- really, service-learning
courses are those that join academic work with work in the (generally
non-profit) community.  I hope this helps... let me know if you have more
questions.
 
Linda Adler-Kassner
General College
Teaching Specialist/Writing Program Co-Administrator
University of Minnesota
140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
(612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Jul 1996 11:46:20 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler kassner <kassn001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      clarification to call for program descriptions
 
Re: the call for service-learning program descriptions I sent yesterday:
When we put out a call for "program" descriptions, we meant to elicit
descriptions of courses _OR_ all-college programs that integrate
service-learning and composition.  If an institution offers community
service/composition courses on a semi-regular basis (as ours does), that's
program enough... the "program" component comes in the cohesive philosophy that
underscores the courses when they're offered.  I hope this clears things up for
people.
 
Linda Adler-Kassner
General College
Teaching Specialist/Writing Program Co-Administrator
University of Minnesota
140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
(612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Jul 1996 16:43:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      WPA breakfast in 1997
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96072215322357@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
I'm putting this on the list to make certain it gets to whoever is
orchestrating the WPA breakfast next March in Phoenix.
 
Today, in my capacity as 1997 CCCC Local Arrangements Chair (Cindy Selfe
can be a sweet talker), I went with Greg Glau to the Hyatt, the
main conference hotel for next year's CCCC meeting.  Among other things,
I discovered that the only room large enough for the WPA breakfast is the
Regency Ballroom.  Anyway, whoever is organizing next year's WPA
breakfast should call Katherine McNeill, the Hyatt's Associate Director for
Catering and Convention Services, at 602-252-1234.  She's great to work
with, by the way.
 
See you all there.
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Jul 1996 17:25:58 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA breakfast in 1997
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960723163621.6195F-100000@general4.asu.edu> from
              "Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU" at Jul 23, 96 04:43:38 pm
 
I organized the WPA breakfast some years ago and, as long as Duane is
giving advice, I'll throw in some also.  Hotel breakfasts are usually
VERY expensive and not worth it.  Since Phoenix is such a good walking
city and has such great Mexican restaurants, I hope next year's organizer
(or Duane) look into possible locations outside the hotel.
        And while I have Duane on the line, so to speak, I must thank him
for sending me a copy of his book chapter, a terrific analysis of the
work of the WPA.  I think everyone on the list will want a copy, so Duane
should give the cite and time of publication.  Oh, and the quote from
this list in the article (is it edited or exact?) seems effortlessly and
properly cited.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 23 Jul 1996 21:00:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA breakfast in 1997
In-Reply-To:  Message of Tue, 23 Jul 1996 17:25:58 -0700 from
              <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
I probably better confesss *now*: while Duane was getting sweet talked by
Cindy, I was being sweet talked by Chuck (the Schuster), so I'll be managing
the breakfast in Phoenix.  Given that Sheryl did a particularly fine job
last year (we actually had *food*), I'm nervous. But--it's early, and I'd
be glad to hear more suggestions like Ed's as to folks' preferences.
 
And Duane, thanks for the number; I'll be in touch.
 
Kathleen Yancey
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Jul 1996 08:15:13 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Harvey <dharvey@CC1.UCA.EDU>
Subject:      An introduction and a request
 
I am the director of the new writing program at the University of Central
Arkansas.  The program is responsible for composition courses, our writing
lab, creative writing, and WAC.  We also offer courses in rhetoric and
composition theory and (soon) technical and professional writing and the
modern essay. The program consists of four tenured professors, six full-time
instructors, and 10-12 part-time instructors.
 
We are looking for successful organizational models for writing programs.
Our program was tentatively set up under the provost as a university-wide
program, separate from the English department.  The long-term plan is still
open.  The options seem to be: (1) making the program as a separate
department under the School of Letters or the School of Fine Arts and
Communication or (2) finding a way to keep the program under the provost or
perhaps the School of Undergraduate Studies.  If we select the second
option, we need to find a way for the program to grant tenure.  The four
tenured professors in the program are currently tenured in Mass
Communications and English.  Our goal is to have them tenured in the writing
program.  I would appreciate any information on the administrative structure
of other programs!
 
Thanks, and I'm looking forward to participating in this group.
 
David Harvey
 
E-mail address: dharvey@cc1.uca.edu
Phone: (501) 450-3343
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 24 Jul 1996 20:16:02 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA breakfast in 1997
 
Kathleen,
 
As a three-year veteran of the Breakfast Wars, congratulations.  Ed's
suggestion--get the hell out of a hotel and find someplace with real
food at good prices--is a great one.  And since Duane brought the whole
thing up, I think you should enlist his aid--draft him?--in finding
a good restaurant in Phoenix.  ('Course, we could all find our way
down to Nogales and have tequila instead....)
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Jul 1996 07:57:26 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: WPA breakfast in 1997
X-To:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <01I7GP99CLA08Y94EX@nova.wright.edu>
 
Rich,
I'll see what I can find with a room that's large enough for the growing
WPA membership.
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Jul 1996 11:18:37 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Leff <WCLEFF@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      Re: Grammar Hotline Directory 1996 on the Web
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed, 24 Jul 96 21:07:20 CST from <BATTEIG@OSUVM1>
 
Rick, no you haven't sent it before, but Donna Reiss is the list owner of anoth
er list I'm on, CCAC-l or some such, re: computerized classroom instruction.
Thanks for this. --LL
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Jul 1996 16:26:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      address
In-Reply-To:  <01I7GP99CLA08Y94EX@nova.wright.edu>
 
Does anyone have Wayne Butler's e-mail address?
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 25 Jul 1996 22:35:28 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
 
>Does anyone have Wayne Butler's e-mail address?
>
>Duane Roen, Director of Composition
 
It's wbutler@umich.edu
 
Ciao!
Bill
 
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                                bcondon@umich.edu
English Composition Board                            Phone:  313-764-9961
1025 Angell Hall                                     FAX:  313-763-0937
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 08:47:21 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard batteiger <BATTEIG@VM1.UCC.OKSTATE.EDU>
Organization: Oklahoma State University
Subject:      wpa conf. transport
 
I will arrive in Cincinnati at 3:40 pm on July 31.  I am renting a car to go to
 Oxford, and would be glad to give a ride to anyone arriving around that time.
 I am driving to Oxford that afternoon.  If you are interested, contact me off
list or call me at (405)624-2992 (home).  Richard Batteiger, Oklahoma State U.
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 07:24:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Thomas Miller <TMILLER@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
 
Okay, here's the one and a half million dollar question: how do you
convince administrators interested in making major budget cuts that
required composition courses make a difference?
 
I have one dean in particular that likes to say, "but how do we know
that composition courses improve students' writing?".  "Where is the
research?"  It is hard to explain to people at a research university
why there is no research on such a basic question, which could of
course be asked about courses in logic, moral philosophy, or any other
course that does not purport to teach a discrete area of knowledge
that can be tested 'objectively.'
 
In any case, does anybody know of relevant research?  What other lines of
argument do you use other than the ones that are often taken as mere
obfuscation--writing cannot be tested in a simple pretest/postest manner
because improvement involves complex changes in attitudes and awareness
that take time to develop--which gets read as "you mean that writing
courses make no measurable difference in students' writing?". . . . .
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 08:05:01 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/26/96 07:22
 
Actually, I have some research that shows that ENG 101--at ASU anyway--did
make a significant and measurable improvement in student writing in a huge
study done in the last 80's and designed by psychometricians etc. etc. That is
an outcome, of course, of our non-pareil writing program. Greg Glau (weight
in, Greg) has just completed a study of the "stretch" program that
demonstrates the comparative effectiveness of that program. And Arizona has
the advantage of having the Hurwitz Measures--one of which, as I recall, has
something to do with increasing the number of small classes that lower
division students get. Knock out FYC and we all go down the tubes on that
one--without saving enough money to come up with an alternative. If you want
to get down and dirty, ask the Dean to find any other course that is as big a
profit center. Bob Schwegler has done some interesting work on this point.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 08:14:08 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      Re: address
X-To:         Thomas Miller <TMILLER@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <01I7IQKT41KY91WCNM@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
 
Tom,
Welcome back.  Have you read George Hillock's RESEARCH ON COMPOSITION?
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 08:22:13 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      dean
In-Reply-To:  <01I7IQKT41KY91WCNM@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
 
Tom,
Ask Greg Glau for the piece that he just finished revising for Doug Hesse
for WPA.  He describes the effectiveness of the ASU Stretch
composition course.
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 08:24:44 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <01I7IQKT41KY91WCNM@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
 
I hope that anyone answering this inquiry will post to the list;  I would
be most interested.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward                        INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
On Fri, 26 Jul 1996, Thomas Miller wrote:
 
> Okay, here's the one and a half million dollar question: how do you
> convince administrators interested in making major budget cuts that
> required composition courses make a difference?
>
> I have one dean in particular that likes to say, "but how do we know
> that composition courses improve students' writing?".  "Where is the
> research?"  It is hard to explain to people at a research university
> why there is no research on such a basic question, which could of
> course be asked about courses in logic, moral philosophy, or any other
> course that does not purport to teach a discrete area of knowledge
> that can be tested 'objectively.'
>
> In any case, does anybody know of relevant research?  What other lines of
> argument do you use other than the ones that are often taken as mere
> obfuscation--writing cannot be tested in a simple pretest/postest manner
> because improvement involves complex changes in attitudes and awareness
> that take time to develop--which gets read as "you mean that writing
> courses make no measurable difference in students' writing?". . . . .
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 11:57:49 -1900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
Subject:      Re: address
 
David, is the research that you mention available? I am looking for models
of "before" and "after" testing that can be used to evaluate our program.
 
Roni
 
>Actually, I have some research that shows that ENG 101--at ASU anyway--did
>make a significant and measurable improvement in student writing in a huge
>study done in the last 80's and designed by psychometricians etc. etc. That is
>an outcome, of course, of our non-pareil writing program. Greg Glau (weight
>in, Greg) has just completed a study of the "stretch" program that
>demonstrates the comparative effectiveness of that program. And Arizona has
>the advantage of having the Hurwitz Measures--one of which, as I recall, has
>something to do with increasing the number of small classes that lower
>division students get. Knock out FYC and we all go down the tubes on that
>one--without saving enough money to come up with an alternative. If you want
>to get down and dirty, ask the Dean to find any other course that is as big a
>profit center. Bob Schwegler has done some interesting work on this point.
>
>-- David E. Schwalm
>___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
>___6001 South Power Road
>___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Veronica M. Keane, PhD
Director of the Writing Program       Email:  keane@unix.asb.com (preferred)
St. Peter's College                   keane_v@spcvxa.spc.edu
2641 Kennedy Blvd.
Jersey City, NJ 07306                 Phone:  (201) 413-7225
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
<
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 10:50:09 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Freshman Comp instruction via word processor/editor/holistic
              grading...
 
I am compiling research citations for the referenced subject.  The project
envisions design of a two-semester course in composition in which the
student interacts almost exclusively with computer instruction in grammar,
composition, and research, interacts with a text editor [such as those of which
we have some models now], and is holistically graded at the end of a year.
 
J. Helm
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 12:02:11 -1900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
Subject:      Archives
 
Is WPA-L archived and, if so, how are the archives accessed?
 
Roni
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 11:36:02 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jack Selzer <jls25@PSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
 
Others on the list will be offering ways to help make your case on the
effectiveness of the writing course, Tom.  Of course courses on writing are
effective.  If you teach people things, they learn--and they ae happy to
say they did on course evaluations (in fact, you might look at the
questions on your standard course evaluation forms to demonstrate that the
students themselves, as evidenced by their responses to questions, sure
think they learned something).
 
But I want to add one observation.  It wouldn't be the worst thing in the
world if you made first-year writing into an elective.  Students, after
all, would still enroll in large numbers, esp if you permitted them to take
the course or other electives in any of their four years. Students are very
interested in taking writing courses (such courses are highly approved of
by students EVEN WHEN THEY ARE REQUIRED), and they get further
encouragement from faculty who value writing around the university.  You
would certainly lose students, but you'd keep enough to keep the shop going
and TAs cooking, I'd be willing towager.  I am not critical of required
writing courses at all--two courses are required of all undergrads here, to
the tune of 500 sections+ a year--but I must say that reducing the number
of students by a quarter would permit us to implement certain improvements
in quality that are difficult to manage under the recurring crush of
numbers.
 
Of course the local situation at UA may well make what I've said rather
stupid.  But what do others think of my general proposition?  I'm not
denying that it might be stupid too.
 
Jack Selzer
 
PS  When administrators ask me if I can produce any studies that
demonstrate that writing courses are effective, I am tempted to ask if they
can cite any studies demonstrating that administrators are effective in
increasing student leaning, or anything else (any pre-test/post-test items
there?).  I haven't actually articulated the question, of course.  And my
real purpose is not to question the effectiveness of administrators--they
are probably good at their jobs--but to show that it's ridiculous to
believe that there are published studies out there with easy answers to the
question.
 
Since UA is a research institution, Tom, you might tell the administration
that you would absolutely welcome a serious study of whether the writing
courses at UA are effective.  They could do it any responsible way they
want.  If they find that the courses don't work--fine:  you are willing to
shut down. On the other hand, if they find that the courses are effective
in spite of the challenging circumstances surrounding the teaching of comp
there (inexperienced teachers, etc etc), you will expect them to support
the enterprise with some hard support.
 
At  7:24 AM 7/26/96 -0700, Thomas Miller wrote:
>Okay, here's the one and a half million dollar question: how do you
>convince administrators interested in making major budget cuts that
>required composition courses make a difference?
>
>I have one dean in particular that likes to say, "but how do we know
>that composition courses improve students' writing?".  "Where is the
>research?"  It is hard to explain to people at a research university
>why there is no research on such a basic question, which could of
>course be asked about courses in logic, moral philosophy, or any other
>course that does not purport to teach a discrete area of knowledge
>that can be tested 'objectively.'
>
>In any case, does anybody know of relevant research?  What other lines of
>argument do you use other than the ones that are often taken as mere
>obfuscation--writing cannot be tested in a simple pretest/postest manner
>because improvement involves complex changes in attitudes and awareness
>that take time to develop--which gets read as "you mean that writing
>courses make no measurable difference in students' writing?". . . . .
 
jls25@psu.edu
Jack Selzer, Associate Professor of English
Department of English
Penn State University
University Park, PA  16802
Phone:  814-865-0251
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 10:07:32 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96072608050467@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
Tom,
 
I'll send you the full text of what we have here at ASU (Tilly has
some of it already), but want to touch on a couple of things:
 
As Jack Selzer notes, ask the students (I expect you already have
mountains of info on evaluations).  Here, for our Stretch Program,
87 percent of our students say that their writing improved and while
that's not "empirical," I guess, it shows satisfaction with what
we're doing.
 
You might be able to use some of this:
 
administrators seem to measure student success by their grades.  Here,
the math dept just went through a big change for their "killer courses"
where something like 50% of the students failed.  They've gone to
smaller classes (and perhaps adjusted how they grade) and wow! now
some 80% pass.
 
So here's what might help: we, like you, once had a non-credit
class that preceeded ENG 101; we, like I think you're planning, moved
to the "Stretch" model, in which students take two "linked" classes
in lieu of ENG 101.  They get more time, then, to work on their
writing, _and_ they get credit that counts toward graduation for
_both_ classes.  Here are some comparative figures between our
old "take this class first and then you're ready for ENg 101" and
our new model that "stretches" ENG 101 over two semesters:
 
23% more students pass our first class (we call is WAC 101)
        than those who passed our former class (we called that ENG 071)
20% more WAC 101 students go on to take ENG 101 here (_retention_!)
nearly 30% more WAC 101 students pass ENG 101 than did 071 students--
        so we _must_ be doing a better job, right?
 
And this is with a group that is 39% from underrepresented groups
(about 21% of "regular" ENG 101 students are from these groups)
Therefore, even with a more "at risk" population, we're doing
better:
 
22% more of these students from underrepresented groups
        pass WAC 101 than passed ENG 071
22% more go on to _pass_ ENG 101, too--again, retention and success
 
Anyway, I'll send more details, graphs, etc., and will be glad to
talk with you or help in any way.  And glad you're safely back and
hard at work!
 
Best,
 
 
Greg
 
/--------------------------------------------------------\
|  Greg Glau                                             |
|  Coordinator of Basic Writing Programs in Composition  |
|  Department of English       Arizona State University  |
|  Tempe, AZ 85287-0302          office: (602) 965-3898  |
|  gglau@asu.edu                 FAX:    (602) 965-3451  |
\--------------------------------------------------------/
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 13:10:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         steve fox <sfox@INDYUNIX.IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PCN.3.91.960726082432.10715A-100000@[206.216.154.52]>
 
Here's a small question that Maureen and others working in law schools
might be able to answer:  Are there any particular kinds of English
courses that pre-law English majors should be advised to take?  I assume
that writing courses would help, and that a good liberal arts background
is what matters more than particular courses, but I wondered if that was
the best advice to give.  Steve
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 13:24:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         steve fox <sfox@INDYUNIX.IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      getting archives (fwd)
 
I happen to have saved the response to this question another time, Roni,
so here's the info on getting wpa archives.  Steve Fox
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Tue, 2 Apr 1996 14:03:57 MST
From: David E. Schwalm <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
To: Multiple recipients of list WPA-L <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Subject: getting archives
 
To get archives from wpa-l, you can follow two steps. Send the following
command to listserv@asuvm.inre.asu.edu
 
index WPA-L
 
That will get you a list of the monthly archives.We still have archives as far
back as January, 1993, which is listed as <log9301>. If you wanted to get this
archive, you would then send the following command:
 
get WPA-L log9301
 
The archive will be sent to you in netdata form. I imagine that Jan and Feb of
this year are log9601 and log9602--so you could skip the index stage. This
should work. Let me know if it doesn't. Thanks.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 11:56:03 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A32.3.91.960726130725.24337B-100000@indyunix.iupui.edu>
 
> Here's a small question that Maureen and others working in law schools
> might be able to answer:  Are there any particular kinds of English
> courses that pre-law English majors should be advised to take?  I assume
> that writing courses would help, and that a good liberal arts background
> is what matters more than particular courses, but I wondered if that was
> the best advice to give.  Steve
 
In my opinion, if you want to help pre-law students, tell them to at
least take
 
--a course in which they can be SURE that they understand the
fundamentals of grammar
--courses in CRITICAL THINKING/writing/rhetoric
--a course in business writing (where the emphasis is on getting across
information in a straightforward, no-nonsense manner, with prime emphasis
on the needs of the reader, as well a the writer's desire not to "hide
the ball."
 
 
No doubt Steve and Jan will have other ideas.
Maureen
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 13:24:23 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/26/96 08:51
 
Because of its "localness" the study has not been published, although the
psychologist I worked with was interested in publishing it as an exemplar of a
good methodology. I may have a paper I wrote some years back for an RMMLA
meeting in which I discuss the study. I'll root around. The study itself is
quite long, and the improvement 101 students showed was an incidental result
of the study.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 16:40:06 -1900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Roni Keane <keane@UNIX.ASB.COM>
Subject:      Thanks, Steve for "getting archives (fwd)"
 
Thank you, Steve. I will save this response.
 
Roni
 
>I happen to have saved the response to this question another time, Roni,
>so here's the info on getting wpa archives.  Steve Fox
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 14:44:21 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
In-Reply-To:  <01I7IQKT41KY91WCNM@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU> from "Thomas Miller" at Jul
              26, 96 07:24:11 am
 
I add my welcome-back to Tom.  I am sorry that the article on the topic
of program evaluation that I gave you, Tom, was so unconvincing.  But once
you accept a crude, inappropriate, and
mechanical definition of "improvement of writing"--usually pre/post
testing on first draft topics--the game is up.  We MUST interrogate the
definitions of "evidence" and the methods/tools assumed to be
"objective" and we MUST NOT assume that more sophisticated and intelligent
 models of program evaluation are "obfuscation." Let's not allow
simple-mindedness to call itself objectivity.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 15:30:18 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/26/96 14:39
 
Ed describes for us a very interesting rhetorical problem. We're always getting
cut off at the knees by the Occam's Razor of assessment. If the question is,
"Does your writing course improve students' ability to write?", then the
obvious thing to do is see how they write before the course (or "treatment")
and after. This is powerfully simple. As soon as we start saying that "It's
more complicated than that," or "What do you mean by writing?" or "It's not
easy to measure how students write," we look like whiners, quibblers, guilty
people trying to weasel away from the hand of justice. It's a question of
rhetoric status. You're better off denying the fact than quibbling about
questions of definition, equity, or jurisdiction. It's pretty hard to get
control of this discussion and to frame the problem and solution in a way that
is equally powerful. And this is in a general context where universities are
hearing a lot about accountability from their funding sources, and yet faculty
are consistantly trying to do everything BUT assess what students can do. The
pursuit of decent assessment is readily confused with assessment avoidance
strategies. We are going to have to come to grips with this as a profession.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 17:48:37 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         James Porter <jporter@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96072615301921@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> from "David E. Schwalm"
              at Jul 26, 96 03:30:18 pm
 
Do administrators really suppose that business and industry want
students to have LESS writing instruction than they currently have?
Another approach to this issue is to appeal to their material soul:
funding sources. All I hear from business/industry is that students
need more work in writing/communication, not less.  Not that I think
the needs of business/industry should dictate our curricular
choices--but it can be a useful argument to haul out.
 
I wouldn't think that administrators who are in any way listening to
their funding sources would dream of cutting writing/communication
programs. Those are key basics that everyone wants us to get back to.
 
This line of argument dodges the whole issue of whether writing
instruction actually WORKS--but of course that question isn't really
the issue anyway, in the current climate of appeal to the
client--i.e., (a) funding sources, (b) students.
 
Jim Porter
 
--
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Jim Porter
Associate Professor of English and   jporter@omni.cc.purdue.edu
Director of Business Writing         http://omni.cc.purdue.edu/~jporter
Heavilon Hall 302c                   317.494.3734 (office)
Purdue University                    317.494.3780 (fax)
West Lafayette, IN  47907            317.494.3740 (department)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 16:28:36 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBeason@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
 
I agree we need to question administrators' conceptions of how to measure
the effectiveness of comp courses, but let me pass along a couple of
references to studies that do attempt to make such measurements.
 
WHAT MATTERS IN COLLEGE: FOUR CRITICAL YEARS by Alexander Astin
(Jossey-Bass 1993) reports on what is largely a survey study of students at
309 colleges.  A good overview of this study appears in Composition
Chronicle 6.7 (Nov. 1993).
 
Also summarized in Composition Chronicle (vol 5, no 6, Oct 1992) is a
large-scale study of the efficacy of basic writing courses in New Jersey.
 
Both studies provide some useful data and in fact speak favorably of
writing courses, as well as writing across the curriculum.
 
 
Larry Beason,Director
English Composition Program
Dept. of English
Eastern Washington University
Cheney WA 99004
LBeason@ewu.edu
 
WAC Page: http://ewu66649.ewu.edu/WAC.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 16:07:59 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
In-Reply-To:  <199607262248.RAA05295@omni.cc.purdue.edu>
 
On Fri, 26 Jul 1996, James Porter wrote:
 
> Do administrators really suppose that business and industry want
> students to have LESS writing instruction than they currently have?
        Not to mention graduate schools - we want the university students
to have AS MUCH writing instruction as possible.
 
 
Maureen Arrigo-Ward
Legal Writing director
California Western School of Law
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 26 Jul 1996 17:08:42 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
In-Reply-To:  note of 07/26/96 15:47
 
It is well known that business, industry, and life in general require more
people who can write better. But the Business Dean (whose undergraduate
enrollments that sustain the profitable MBA program are in the toilet) may
whisper to the provost that those effete English teachers are over there
pleasing themslves with that touchie feelie expressive and poetic stuff. Maybe
it would be better if those resources came to the College of Business to build
a really good writing across the curriculum program. And the Dean of
Engineering, smarting because the governing board won't allow the college to
require 150 hours and call it a four-year program, sees a way to save six
credit hours by eliminating the FYC requirement and building writing into the
core curriculum and the senior capstone. And this will be real writing. You
get my drift. What would surprise me is an Arts and Sciences Dean who would
whack FYC thinking the college would get the resources while these other
predatory deans circle overhead? We need to think not only about assessing the
effectiveness of writing programs but also about creating writing programs
than have some sort of face validity.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 27 Jul 1996 08:22:58 +0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         robert delius royar <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: Coordinator of Writing and the Writing Center
Subject:      Nature of business writing (was Re: address)
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PCN.3.91.960726115334.4821A-100000@[206.216.154.107]>
 
On Fri, 26 Jul 1996, Maureen Arrigo <mja@CWSL.EDU> wrote:
 
> > Are there any particular kinds of English
> > courses that pre-law English majors should be advised to take?
>
> In my opinion, if you want to help pre-law students, tell them to at
> least take
[...]
> --a course in business writing (where the emphasis is on getting across
> information in a straightforward, no-nonsense manner, with prime emphasis
> on the needs of the reader, as well a the writer's desire not to "hide
> the ball."
 
Does anyone have information on comparison between business writing
offered through writing programs and taught by writing teachers and
business writing courses offered through business schools taught by
teachers in the management/marketing/et al. departments?
 
The texts I've seen for the business school writing courses look like
office management texts--with lots about how workstations are set up and
where the address blocks go in letters.
 
Would a technical writing course be a workable alternative?
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
                 http://www.morehead-st.edu/people/r.royar
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 27 Jul 1996 09:11:01 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      WPA Conf. Dates?
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96072617084360@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
I know that the conference dates from Aug 1-4.  Does anyone know the dates
for the workshop for new WPAs?  I thought that it was earlier--July 29-Aug
1 but can now only find a blue flier saying that the workshop is
simultaneous with the conference (I think I gave my college the more
updated info).  Right now I'm scheduled to fly in July 29th.  Will I be
the lone WPA in Oxford if I do this?
 
 
D'Ann George
Writing Program Director
Essex Community College
7201 Rossville Boulevard
Baltimore County, Maryland 21237-3899
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 27 Jul 1996 09:52:33 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet Pryor-Montgomery College <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: WPA Conf. Dates?
X-To:         D'Ann George <dgeorge@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960727090744.13168B-100000@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>
 
> On Sat, 27 Jul 1996, D'Ann George wrote:
>
> I know that the conference dates from Aug 1-4.  Does anyone know the dates
> for the workshop for new WPAs?  I thought that it was earlier--July 29-Aug
> 1 but can now only find a blue flier saying that the workshop is
> simultaneous with the conference (I think I gave my college the more
> updated info).  Right now I'm scheduled to fly in July 29th.  Will I be
> the lone WPA in Oxford if I do this?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
D'Ann,
        Your dates are correct.  Both the workshop and the conference are
side-by-side in the WPA brochure, but the workshop occurs first, then the
conference (which means if you're driving to the conference, you better
start packing your car).  Also, my understanding was that the workshop is
restricted to 30-50 participants while the conference is open the entire
WPA membership.
 
 
      Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
 
       _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
      __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
         >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
      Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 27 Jul 1996 13:05:01 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Charles I Schuster <cis@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA Conf. Dates?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960727094149.3009B-100000@DGS>
 
Yo,
        Just a slight clarification and correction.
 
        The Workshop (I hope) opens on Monday monring July 29th.  It ends
at noon on Thursday August 1st.
 
        Registration for the Conference is on Thursady afternoon, August
1st.  We will have a short opening session (at 5:00, I think) followed by
a cocktail party.  The Conference will end by noon on Sunday.
 
        The Workshop is limited to 20 participants, although we have gone
over that very slightly when entreated to do so.  We try to keep it
relatively small for the sake of all involved.
 
 
On Sat, 27 Jul 1996, Chet Pryor-Montgomery College wrote:
 
> > On Sat, 27 Jul 1996, D'Ann George wrote:
> >
> > I know that the conference dates from Aug 1-4.  Does anyone know the dates
> > for the workshop for new WPAs?  I thought that it was earlier--July 29-Aug
> > 1 but can now only find a blue flier saying that the workshop is
> > simultaneous with the conference (I think I gave my college the more
> > updated info).  Right now I'm scheduled to fly in July 29th.  Will I be
> > the lone WPA in Oxford if I do this?
> ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
> D'Ann,
>         Your dates are correct.  Both the workshop and the conference are
> side-by-side in the WPA brochure, but the workshop occurs first, then the
> conference (which means if you're driving to the conference, you better
> start packing your car).  Also, my understanding was that the workshop is
> restricted to 30-50 participants while the conference is open the entire
> WPA membership.
>
>
>       Teaching keeps you young -- Enthusiasm keeps your teaching young
>
>        _o    \o_         __|     \ /      |__         o _    o/   \o/
>       __|- __/    \__/o    \o     |     o/     o/__   /\    /|     |
>          >   >    /  \     ( \   /o\   / )     |  (\  / |   < \   / \
>      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>       Chet Pryor - English Department - Montgomery College - Maryland
>
 
Charles I. Schuster
Department of English
U. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI  53201
414-229-5293
email:  cis@csd.uwm.edu
 
"I want to die, peacefully in my sleep, as was the case with my
grandfather--not upset and screaming like the other passengers in his car."
                                        ---Folk Wisdom
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 27 Jul 1996 17:57:56 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: WPA Conf. Dates?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960727090744.13168B-100000@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>
 
D'Ann,
 
You will have plenty of company.  The WPA Workshop runs from 9 a.m. on
Monday, July 29, through noon on Thursday, August 1.  The conference runs
from August 1 to August 4.  See you there.
 
David Jolliffe
Director of Writing Programs, DePaul University
802 W. Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL  60614
312-325-7000, ext. 1783
 
On Sat, 27 Jul 1996, D'Ann George wrote:
 
> I know that the conference dates from Aug 1-4.  Does anyone know the dates
> for the workshop for new WPAs?  I thought that it was earlier--July 29-Aug
> 1 but can now only find a blue flier saying that the workshop is
> simultaneous with the conference (I think I gave my college the more
> updated info).  Right now I'm scheduled to fly in July 29th.  Will I be
> the lone WPA in Oxford if I do this?
>
>
> D'Ann George
> Writing Program Director
> Essex Community College
> 7201 Rossville Boulevard
> Baltimore County, Maryland 21237-3899
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 28 Jul 1996 11:36:12 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Jan M. Levine" <JLEVINE@MERCURY.UARK.EDU>
Organization: University of Arkansas
Subject:      help with unsubscribing, and an offer
 
Could the list manager (Charles Shuster?) please send me directions
on unsubscribing at my current address, or just do it for me and
resubscribe me at <Levine@thunder.temple.edu>?
 
Sorry to clutter the list with this note, but I've had one awful time
trying to deal with the listserver.  The software author needs a good
technical writing course, so non-technicians can get on and off.
 
Also, if anyone wants a copy of "The Politics of Legal Writing:
Proceedings of a Conference of Legal Writing Program Directors,"
please send a message to me at my Temple Univ. email address.
 
Thank you.
 
Jan M. Levine
Associate Professor
Director, Legal Research and Writing Program
University of Arkansas School of Law
Fayetteville, AR  72701
 
email: <jlevine@mercury.uark.edu>
telephone:(501) 575-7643
fax: (501) 575-2053
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 01:02:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
 
>Here's a small question that Maureen and others working in law schools
>might be able to answer:  Are there any particular kinds of English
>courses that pre-law English majors should be advised to take?  I assume
>that writing courses would help, and that a good liberal arts background
>is what matters more than particular courses, but I wondered if that was
>the best advice to give.  Steve
 
Based on my own experience _in_ law school, I'd say have them minor in
Latin or classics.  None of my admittedly few English undergrad courses
seemed to do much for my law school work.  I'm tempted to say that a good
literary criticism course could help, but the central lessons would get
awfully wrapped up in the very different attitudes toward those lessons
in law and in English.  Latin helped everything.  Now, _practice_ was
another story.  Knowing stories and a bit of linguistics was awfully
handy for the dealing with people's needs to understand what in the
world we were talking about.
 
Keith Rhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 09:31:32 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
 
>Based on my own experience _in_ law school, I'd say have them minor in
>Latin or classics.  None of my admittedly few English undergrad courses
>seemed to do much for my law school work.  I'm tempted to say that a good
>literary criticism course could help, but the central lessons would get
>awfully wrapped up in the very different attitudes toward those lessons
>in law and in English.  Latin helped everything.  Now, _practice_ was
>another story.  Knowing stories and a bit of linguistics was awfully
>handy for the dealing with people's needs to understand what in the
>world we were talking about.
>
>Keith Rhodes
 
At the risk of sounding as if I am geezing, I'd say taking Latin was the
single most useful thing I ever took.   My four years of high school Latin
bascially got me three degrees. Beth  Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 06:38:53 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <960729010239.20600d44@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
 
Another class that would have been tremendously helpful - although
completely outside of the realm of WPA concerns, is Medieval History -
especially of England.   Property classes would have made perfect sense
If I had understood feudalism.  Now that I have made medieval studies a
sort of hobby, I realize how much that background would have helped.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward                        INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 07:41:14 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Thomas Miller <TMILLER@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
 
Thanks for the welcome, and I have the article you gave me at hand, though the
recent email I tried to send to its author was returned as undeliverable.  Ed,
I'm new at the cyperspace stuff, so maybe we could talk in 'real time.'
 
As to the issues you cite about simple-mindedness passing for objectivity, I
am working the best I can to stress that learning to write is a complex process
that involves longterm changes in attitude and understanding that are difficult
to measure on one isolated tasks, but people understand what they want t
to understand, and what some powerful people here want now is to reduce the
funding of composition course and redistribute the credits and graduate
assistant appointments to content courses.  They talk about this as integrating
basic 'skills' into 'content' instruction, and I believe that this model has
been instituted at many other colleges where comp programs have gotten whacked
by WAC.  I even heard CCCC presentations about the benefits of this model.  I
talk about it in terms of downshifting writing from gen ed to comp courses and
making them into discussions sections for 'content' courses, and some people
understand why this would not be an improvement in lower-division courses, while
others have shifted their arguments slightly to argue that while the quantity
of writing might be decreased, the quality of the writing experience will be
improved by integrating 'skills' and 'content.'  As is obvious in such
simple-minded dichotomies, the issue is not whether they are intellectually
defensible but how they can be used to defend changes people are trying to
implement.  While the situation is more dynamic here at the University of
Arizona than it has previously been, we still have a two-course requirement
for virtually all students, with 25% taking an additional basic writing course,
and lots of support staff and services, so I am not crying doom and gloom,
yet.  Aren't similar efforts to 'improve' gen ed focusing pressures on comp
programs elsewhere.  Such efforts take money to be done well (or at all), and
the only place to find big chunks of moveable money that don't have faculty
bodies tied to it is in comp budgets, right?
 
Thomas Miller, University of Arizona, 520-621-3553
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 07:56:41 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Thomas Miller <TMILLER@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: "Evidence" for comp
 
Professor Porter makes a good point about situating the question in a
broader extra-curricular context, but the people I argue with are not
arguing for less writing instruction, per se. What they argue for is
integrating basic 'skills' into 'content' courses, which is a stupid way
to say something that most of us would agree to, until you realize that
what they are really talking about is reassigning graduate teaching
assistants from comp courses to discussion sections of lecture courses.
 
Thomas Miller, University of Arizona, 520-621-3553
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 11:51:59 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane.Roen@ASU.EDU
Subject:      WPA breakfast
X-cc:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@unccvm.uncc.edu>,
              Theresa Enos <rhetrev@ccit.arizona.edu>
In-Reply-To:  <v01530501ae1ea197659c@[146.187.168.74]>
 
I've been sending Kathi Yancey information about possible breakfast sites
for next year's WPA breakfast in Phoenix.  I'm sending this late arrival
to the whole list because I think that Kathi has already left for WPA.
Will someone make certain that this message gets to Kathi or the WPA
Exec. Committee before the meeting.  Thanks.
 
WPA could have breakfast at the Phoenix Civic Plaza, which is the CCCC
convention site.  the Only licensed caterer there is ARAMARK. The contact
person is Jeane Adinolfi (602-258-1534).  They offer four different
buffet menus with prices ranging from $7.25 o $13.75.  Add to that sales
tax and a 19% service charge.  The least expensive meal includes juices,
croissants, muffins, breads, pastries, coffee, and tea.  The two most
expensive meals include fruits, eggs, meats, waffles, potatoes, and
bagels.
 
Have fun wading through the choices that I've sent to Kathi.
 
Best,
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 29 Jul 1996 18:07:55 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         WSWEIGAR <wsweigar@IUSMAIL.IUS.INDIANA.EDU>
Subject:      Re[2]: "Evidence" for comp
 
          In response the the inquiry about "evidence" of
          effectiveness, I humbly direct interested folks to my
          article in RESEARCH AND TEACHING IN DEVELOPMENTAL
          EDUCATION-- current issue (vol 12 #2)--  "Assessing
          Achievement in a Developmental Writing Sequence."  While
          the primary focus is on students who begin in DW, the
          model, as I argue in the article, is more broadly
          applicable, especially since it's tied to initial placement
          evaluation .  Some of you have seen an earlier report on
          this study at CCCC.  I'd be happy to send a copy of the
          study to those interested.
 
          Bill Sweigart
          Division of Humanities
          Indiana University Southeast
          4201 Grant Line Road
          New Albany, IN  47150
          (812) 941-2652
          FAX: (812) 941-2529
          wsweigar@iusmail.ius.indiana.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Jul 1996 02:33:59 +0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         robert delius royar <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: Coordinator of Writing and the Writing Center
Subject:      Re: address
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d01ae2234663863@[130.127.230.16]>
 
On Mon, 29 Jul 1996, Beth Daniell wrote:
 
> >Based on my own experience _in_ law school, I'd say have them minor in
> >Latin or classics.  None of my admittedly few English undergrad courses
> >seemed to do much for my law school work.  I'm tempted to say that a good
> >literary criticism course could help, but the central lessons would get
> >awfully wrapped up in the very different attitudes toward those lessons
> >in law and in English.  Latin helped everything.  Now, _practice_ was
> >another story.  Knowing stories and a bit of linguistics was awfully
> >handy for the dealing with people's needs to understand what in the
> >world we were talking about.
> >
> >Keith Rhodes
>
> At the risk of sounding as if I am geezing, I'd say taking Latin was the
> single most useful thing I ever took.   My four years of high school Latin
> bascially got me three degrees. Beth  Daniell
>
And the next message in my inbox was
 
> Date: Mon, 29 Jul 1996 03:51:25 -0400
> From: Wordsmith <wsmith@wordsmith.org>
> Reply-To: anu@wordsmith.org
> To: linguaphile@wordsmith.org
> Subject: A.Word.A.Day--espousal
>
> es.pous.al \is-'pau.-z*l, -s*l\ n 1a: BETROTHAL 1b: WEDDING 1c: MARRIAGE
>    2: a taking up of a cause or belief as a supporter
>
>
> --
> Ambrose Bierce, the inimitable author of Devil's Dictionary defined love
> as, "a temporary insanity, curable by marriage."  Well, it was exactly
> one year ago when I tried this cure to no avail.  Today is our first
> marriage anniversary and that explains this week's selection of words.
> -Anu
>
> ...........................................................................
> I was recently on a tour of Latin America, and the only regret I have
                              ^^^^^
> was that I didn't study Latin harder in school so I could converse with
                          ^^^^^
> those people. -US Vice President J. Danforth Quayle
>
> To subscribe or unsubscribe, please send a message to
> wsmith@wordsmith.org with "Subject:" line as "subscribe <Your Real
> Name>" or "unsubscribe". Email anu@wordsmith.org if you have any
> questions, comments or suggestions.  Archives, FAQ, words and more at
> the WWW site: http://www.wordsmith.org/awad/
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                Coordinator of Writing & the Writing Center
                 http://www.morehead-st.edu/people/r.royar
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Jul 1996 13:41:28 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Empirical Evaluation of Composition Instruction....
 
One of the most significant articles in this area appeared in 1979.
It was written by Betty Bamberg, Director of the EWP at USC...
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Jul 1996 12:24:58 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Thomas Miller <TMILLER@CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Empirical Evaluation of Composition Instruction....
 
The reference to the 1979 piece by Betty Bamberg is interesting but
unusable without more information.  Do you have the full reference?
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 30 Jul 1996 15:38:02 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      ESL & Legal Writing (fwd)
 
I AM FORWARDING A REQUEST TO YOU FROM A MEMBER OF A DISCUSSION GROUP FOR
LEGAL WRITING PROFESSIONALS.
IF YOU CAN BE OF HELP, PERHAPS YOU COULD WRITE DIRECTLY TO LLEW AT HIS
ADDRESS BELOW.  THANK YOU.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward                        INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
 
Begin forwarded message:
 
From: Llewellyn J Gibbons <ljgesq@astro.ocis.temple.edu>
Subject: ESL & Legal Writing
 
Are there any good books/article on teaching legal writing/research to
students for whom English is a second language?
 
--Llew
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Jul 1996 10:20:38 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Empirical Verification of Comp. teaching, Bamberg, Source....
 
Unable to locate specific citation right now, but I will trace back to
situation I read it in yesterday....Somehow the name of Sandra Mano
continues to recur in re this......
 
'j'
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Jul 1996 10:04:11 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Empirical Verification of Comp. teaching, Bamberg, Source....
In-Reply-To:  <01I7PWIRC4MA00012C@DT3.DT.UH.EDU> from "Jane Helm" at Jul 31,
              96 10:20:38 am
 
Maybe the easiest way to locate this source would be to write Betty
Bamberg, who this year has become WPA at Cal State U, Los Angeles.  I
can't remember if she is on this list, but she will surely respond if you
put something in the mail (remember the mail?).  --Ed White
>
> Unable to locate specific citation right now, but I will trace back to
> situation I read it in yesterday....Somehow the name of Sandra Mano
> continues to recur in re this......
>
> 'j'
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Jul 1996 12:56:32 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Helm <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Empirical Verification of Comp. Instr., Bamberg, Citation...
 
I saw this citation in an article by Michael D. Hood in Moran & Jacobi,
*Research in Basic Writing [1990],* Bamberg, Betty.  "Composition Does
Make a Difference.." RTE 12 (1978): 47-59.
 
 
'j'
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Jul 1996 11:16:28 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene <iclark@BCF.USC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Empirical Verification of Comp. teaching, Bamberg, Source....
 
I will meet with Betty tomorrow and ask her for the citation of her
article. As far as I know, her modem has been broken, so I don't know if
she is currently reading mail.
 
                Irene Clark
                Co-Director
                Expository Writing Program
                University of Southern California
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 31 Jul 1996 21:48:50 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Test-ignore
 
This is a test.
 
-- David E. Schwalm
___Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services, ASU East
___6001 South Power Road
___Mesa, AZ 85206-0903 (602) 727-1418 david.schwalm@asu.edu
